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A1 English
Original English → Chapter 1. Kidnapped
Original English → “The whole affair is a mystery,” said D’Arnot. “I have it from good sources. Neither the police nor the secret agents know how it happened. All anyone knows is that Nikolas Rokoff has escaped.”
Original English → John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, was once “Tarzan of the Apes.” He sat in silence in the flat of his friend, Lieutenant Paul D’Arnot, in Paris. He looked thoughtfully at the toe of his clean boot.
Original English → He thought about many old memories. Rokoff had escaped from the French military prison. He had been sent there for life because of the ape-man’s testimony.
Original English → He remembered how far Rokoff had once gone to kill him. He knew that the man’s past crimes were small compared with what he would now plan, now that he was free.
Original English → Tarzan had recently brought his wife and baby son to London. They wanted to escape the rain and danger of the rainy season on their large estate in Uziri. Uziri is the land of the fierce Waziri warriors. Tarzan had once ruled over their wide African lands.
Original English → He had crossed the Channel for a short visit with his old friend. But the news of the Russian’s escape had already spoiled his trip. He had just arrived, but he was already thinking of going back to London at once.
Original English → “It is not that I fear for myself, Paul,” he said at last. “Many times in the past I have stopped Rokoff’s plans against my life. But now there are others to think about. If I know the man, he will strike at me through my wife or son. That is the best way to cause me great pain. I must go back to them at once. I must stay with them until Rokoff is caught, or dead.”
Original English → While these two talked in Paris, two other men talked together in a small cottage on the edge of London. Both men were dark and looked evil.
Original English → One had a beard. The other had a pale face from long months indoors. He had only a few days of black beard on his face. He was the one speaking.
Original English → “You must shave off that beard, Alexis,” he said to his companion. “With it, he would know you at once. We must separate here within the hour. When we meet again on the deck of the Kincaid, let us hope we have two honoured guests with us. They do not expect the pleasant trip we have planned for them.
Original English → “In two hours I should be on my way to Dover with one of them. By tomorrow night, if you follow my instructions carefully, you should arrive with the other. That is, if he returns to London as quickly as I think he will.
Original English → “There should be both profit and pleasure, and other good things, to reward our efforts, my dear Alexis. The French were foolish. They have hidden the fact of my escape for many days. So I have had plenty of time to plan every detail of our little adventure. There is little chance that anything will go wrong. And now, goodbye, and good luck!”
Original English → Three hours later a messenger climbed the steps to the flat of Lieutenant D’Arnot.
Original English → “A telegram for Lord Greystoke,” he said to the servant who answered. “Is he here?”
Original English → The servant said yes. He signed for the message and carried it inside to Tarzan. Tarzan was already getting ready to leave for London.
Original English → Tarzan tore open the envelope. As he read, his face went white.
Original English → “Read it, Paul,” he said, and handed the paper to D’Arnot. “It has come already.”
Original English → The Frenchman took the telegram and read:
Original English → “Jack stolen from the garden. New servant helped. Come at once. — JANE.”
Original English → Tarzan jumped out of the car that had met him at the station. He ran up the steps to his London house. A woman met him at the door. Her eyes were dry, but she looked almost frantic.
Original English → Quickly Jane Porter Clayton told him all she knew about the theft of the boy.
Original English → The baby’s nurse had been pushing him in the sunshine on the path in front of the house. A closed taxicab stopped at the corner of the street. The nurse paid it little attention. She saw that no one got out. The motor was running, as if it waited for a passenger from the house in front of which it had stopped.
Original English → Soon the new houseman, Carl, came running from the Greystoke house. He said the girl’s mistress wanted to speak to her for a moment. He said she should leave little Jack with him until she came back.
Original English → The woman said she had no suspicion of the man’s reasons. But when she reached the door of the house, she thought of a warning. She wanted to tell him not to turn the carriage so the sun shone in the baby’s eyes.
Original English → She turned to call this to him. She was surprised to see him pushing the carriage fast toward the corner. At the same time, she saw the taxicab door open. A dark face showed for a moment in the opening.
Original English → She suddenly feared for the child. With a scream she ran down the steps and up the path toward the taxicab. Carl was now handing the baby to the dark man inside.
Original English → Just before she reached the car, Carl jumped in beside his partner. He slammed the door behind him. At the same time, the driver tried to start the engine. But something had gone wrong. The gears would not catch. He pushed the lever into reverse and moved the car back a few inches. Then he tried to go forward again. This delay gave the nurse time to reach the side of the taxicab.
Original English → She jumped onto the running-board. She tried to snatch the baby from the stranger’s arms. She screamed and fought. She held on even after the taxicab began to move. The car passed the Greystoke house at good speed. Then Carl hit her hard in the face. She fell to the pavement.
Original English → Her screams brought servants and neighbours from nearby houses, and from the Greystoke home. Lady Greystoke saw the girl’s brave fight. She tried to reach the fast-moving car herself, but she was too late.
Original English → That was all anyone knew. Lady Greystoke did not guess who the man behind the plot might be. Not until her husband told her that Nikolas Rokoff had escaped from the French prison. They had thought he would stay there for good.
Original English → As Tarzan and his wife stood planning the best thing to do, the telephone rang in the library. Tarzan answered it himself.
Original English → “Lord Greystoke?” asked a man’s voice on the line.
Original English → “Yes.”
Original English → “Your son has been stolen,” the voice went on. “Only I can help you get him back. I know the plan of those who took him. I was part of it, and I was to share the reward. But now they are trying to cut me out. To get even with them, I will help you get him back. But you must promise not to arrest me for my part in the crime. What do you say?”
Original English → “If you lead me to where my son is hidden,” replied the ape-man, “you have nothing to fear from me.”
Original English → “Good,” replied the other. “But you must come alone to meet me. I have to trust you, so I cannot let others learn who I am.”
Original English → “Where and when may I meet you?” asked Tarzan.
Original English → The other gave the name and place of a pub on the waterfront at Dover. Sailors often went there.
Original English → “Come,” he finished, “at about ten o’clock tonight. It would do no good to arrive earlier. Your son will be safe enough until then. I can then lead you secretly to where he is hidden. But be sure to come alone. Do not tell Scotland Yard under any condition. I know you well, and I will be watching for you.
Original English → “If anyone comes with you, or if I see people who might be police, I will not meet you. Then your last chance to get your son back will be gone.”
Original English → Without more words, the man hung up.
Original English → Tarzan told his wife the main points of the talk. She begged to go with him. But he said that the man might carry out his threat and refuse to help if Tarzan did not come alone. So they parted. He hurried to Dover. She stayed at home to wait for news of his mission.
Original English → Neither of them knew what would happen to them. Neither knew what they would pass through before they met again. They did not know the far-distant... But why think about that now?
Original English → For ten minutes after the ape-man left, Jane Clayton walked back and forth across the silk rugs of the library. Her mother’s heart ached, as if her first child had been taken from her. Her mind was full of hopes and fears.
Original English → Her judgment told her that all would be well if Tarzan went alone, as the stranger had asked. But her intuition would not let her forget the grave dangers to her husband and her son.
Original English → The more she thought, the more sure she became. The telephone message might be a trick. It might keep them still until the boy was hidden or taken out of England. Or it might be a bait to lure Tarzan into the hands of the cruel Rokoff.
Original English → With this thought she stopped, wide-eyed with fear. At once it became a certainty. She looked at the big clock ticking in the corner of the library.
Original English → It was too late to catch the Dover train that Tarzan was taking. But there was another, later train. It would bring her to the Channel port in time to reach the address the stranger had given her husband, before the set hour.
Original English → She called her maid and chauffeur and gave quick orders. Ten minutes later she was rushing through the crowded streets to the railway station.
Original English → At nine forty-five that night, Tarzan entered the dirty pub on the waterfront in Dover. As he walked into the bad-smelling room, a muffled figure hurried past him toward the street.
Original English → “Come, my lord!” whispered the stranger.
Original English → The ape-man turned and followed him into the dim alley. People called it a street, though it was not much more. Outside, the man led the way into the dark, near a wharf. High piles of bales, boxes, and barrels cast deep shadows. Here he stopped.
Original English → “Where is the boy?” asked Greystoke.
Original English → “On that small steamer. You can just see her lights over there,” replied the other.
Original English → In the dark, Tarzan tried to see his companion’s face. But he did not know the man. If he had guessed that his guide was Alexis Paulvitch, he would have known that treachery filled the man’s heart. Every step would bring danger.
Original English → “He is unguarded now,” the Russian went on. “The men who took him feel safe. Only two sailors are aboard the Kincaid. I gave them enough gin to keep them quiet for hours. No one else is aboard. We can go aboard, get the child, and return. There is no danger.”
Original English → Tarzan nodded.
Original English → “Let’s do it, then,” he said.
Original English → His guide led him to a small boat tied beside the wharf. The two men got in. Paulvitch rowed fast toward the steamer. The black smoke from her funnel did not worry Tarzan. He could think only that in a few moments he would hold his little son again.
Original English → At the steamer’s side they saw a rope ladder hanging above them. The two men climbed it quietly. On deck, they hurried to the back of the ship. The Russian pointed to a hatch.
Original English → “The boy is hidden there,” he said. “You should go down after him. A baby is less likely to cry if he sees his father than a stranger. I will stand guard here.”
Original English → Tarzan wanted very much to save the child. He did not think about the strange signs around the Kincaid. The deck was empty. Yet the ship had steam up. Smoke poured from her funnel. She was ready to sail. Tarzan did not notice any of this.
Original English → He thought that in a moment he would hold his precious little son. The ape-man swung down into the darkness below. He had barely let go of the hatch edge when the heavy cover fell with a crash above him.
Original English → At once he knew he had been tricked. He had not saved his son. He had fallen into the hands of his enemies. He tried at once to reach the hatch and lift the cover. He could not move it.
Original English → He struck a match and looked around. A small room had been made from the main hold. The hatch above his head was the only way in or out. It was clear that someone had built this room to serve as a cell for him.
Original English → The room was empty. No one else was there. If the child was on the Kincaid, he was kept somewhere else.
Original English → For more than twenty years, from babyhood to manhood, the ape-man had roamed the wild jungle. He had no human company at all. In the most important years of his life, he had learned to take his pleasures and sorrows as the beasts do.
Original English → So he did not rage or curse his fate. He waited patiently to see what would happen next. But he did not stop trying to save himself. He checked his prison with care. He tested the heavy planks that made its walls. He measured the distance to the hatch above him.
Original English → While he was busy, he suddenly felt the shaking of machinery. He heard the propeller turning.
Original English → The ship was moving! Where was it taking him? What would happen to him?
Original English → Even as these thoughts passed through his mind, he heard a sound above the engines. It made him go cold with fear.
Original English → Clear and shrill from the deck above him came the scream of a frightened woman.
A1 English
Original English → Chapter 2. Marooned
Original English → As Tarzan and his guide disappeared into the shadows on the dark wharf, a heavily veiled woman hurried down the narrow alley. She went to the door of the drinking-place the two men had just left.
Original English → She stopped and looked around. Then, as if she had found the place she wanted, she walked bravely into the vile den.
Original English → A score of half-drunk sailors and wharf-rats looked up. They were not used to seeing a richly dressed woman there. She walked quickly to the messy barmaid. The barmaid stared at her. She was half jealous and half angry at the woman’s good luck.
Original English → “Did you see a tall, well-dressed man here a minute ago?” she asked. “He met another man and left with him.”
Original English → The girl said yes. But she could not say which way the two men had gone. A sailor came closer to listen. He said that a moment before, as he was about to enter the pub, he had seen two men leave. They walked toward the wharf.
Original English → “Show me which way they went,” cried the woman. She pushed a coin into the man’s hand.
Original English → The fellow led her out. Together they walked fast along the wharf. Across the water they saw a small boat just sliding into the shadows of a nearby steamer.
Original English → “There they are,” whispered the man.
Original English → “Ten pounds if you find a boat and row me to that steamer,” cried the woman.
Original English → “Quick, then,” he replied. “We have to hurry if we want to catch the Kincaid before she sails. She has had steam up for three hours. She has been waiting for that one passenger. I talked to one of her crew half an hour ago.”
Original English → He led the way to the end of the wharf. There another boat was tied. He lowered the woman into it, jumped in after her, and pushed off. The two were soon skimming over the water.
Original English → At the steamer’s side, the man asked for his pay. The woman did not count the money. She pushed a handful of bank-notes into his hand. One look told the fellow he had been paid well. He helped her up the ladder. He kept his boat close to the ship’s side. He thought this rich passenger might want to go ashore again later.
Original English → But soon the sound of the donkey engine came. The steel cable rattled on the drum. This meant the Kincaid’s anchor was being pulled up. A moment later the waiter heard the propellers turning. Slowly the little steamer moved away from him, out into the channel.
Original English → As he turned to row back to shore, he heard a woman scream from the ship’s deck.
Original English → “That’s what I call rotten luck,” he said to himself. “I might as well have got the whole bloomin’ lot.”
Original English → When Jane Clayton climbed onto the deck of the Kincaid, the ship looked empty. There was no sign of the people she sought, or of anyone else. So she began to search for her husband and child. She hoped with all her heart to find them there.
Original English → She hurried to the cabin, which was half above and half below deck. She ran down the short ladder into the main cabin. Small rooms for the officers opened off each side. She did not see one door close quickly in front of her. She walked the full length of the main room. Then she turned back. She stopped at each door to listen and quietly tried each latch.
Original English → All was silent there. Only the beating of her own frightened heart filled her ears. In her fear, it seemed to fill the whole ship with alarm.
Original English → One by one, the doors opened at her touch. Each room was empty. She did not notice the sudden activity on the ship. She did not hear the engines start or feel the propeller turn. She reached the last door on the right. As she pushed it open, a powerful, dark-faced man grabbed her from inside. He pulled her into the stuffy, bad-smelling room.
Original English → The shock of the attack made her scream once. Then the man clapped a rough hand over her mouth.
Original English → “Not until we are farther from land, my dear,” he said. “Then you may scream as loud as you like.”
Original English → Lady Greystoke turned to look into the leering, bearded face close to hers. The man loosened his fingers on her lips. She recognized him with a small moan of terror. She shrank away from her captor.
Original English → “Nikolas Rokoff! M. Thuran!” she cried.
Original English → “Your devoted admirer,” replied the Russian, with a low bow.
Original English → "My little boy," she said. "Where is he? Let me have him. How could you be so cruel? You are Nikolas Rokoff. Surely you are not without mercy. Tell me where he is. Is he on this ship? Oh, please, if you have a heart, take me to my baby!"
Original English → "If you do as you are told, no harm will come to him," replied Rokoff. "But remember, this is your own fault. You came aboard by choice, so you must accept the result. I did not think," he added to himself, "that such good luck would come to me."
Original English → He went on deck then. He locked the cabin door on his prisoner. For several days she did not see him. The truth was that Nikolas Rokoff was a very poor sailor. The rough seas from the start of the voyage made the Russian very sick. He stayed in his bed.
Original English → During this time, her only visitor was a rude Swede. He was the unpleasant cook of the Kincaid. He brought her meals. His name was Sven Anderssen. He was proud of only one thing. His last name was spelt with a double “s.”
Original English → The man was tall and thin, with a long yellow moustache. His skin was unhealthy, and his nails were dirty. When he put one dirty thumb deep into the warm stew, the girl lost her appetite. He did this often, and he seemed proud of his cooking.
Original English → His small, blue eyes never looked at her directly. He moved like a cat, and he never seemed honest. A long, thin knife always hung at his waist. It was tied to the dirty cord of his apron. The knife was for cooking, but the girl was sure he would use it for other, more harmful things.
Original English → He was rude to her, but she always smiled at him. She always thanked him when he brought her food. However, she often threw most of the food out of the small cabin window as soon as the door closed.
Original English → During the days of pain after Jane Clayton was locked up, she thought of only two things. One was her husband. The other was her son. She believed the baby was on the Kincaid, if he was still alive. But she could not guess if Tarzan was still alive. He had been tricked into coming aboard this evil ship.
Original English → She knew that the Russian hated the Englishman very much. She could think of only one reason for bringing him aboard. Rokoff wanted to kill him safely. This would be revenge. Tarzan had stopped Rokoff's plans many times. In the end, Tarzan had put Rokoff in a French prison.
Original English → Tarzan lay in the dark of his cell. He did not know that his wife was a prisoner in the cabin almost above his head.
Original English → The same Swede who served Jane also brought Tarzan his meals. Tarzan had tried many times to talk to the man, but he failed. He hoped to learn if his little son was on the Kincaid. But to every question, the man gave only one answer. "Ay tank it blow purty soon purty hard." After several tries, Tarzan stopped asking.
Original English → For weeks, which felt like months, the two prisoners sailed on. The little steamer moved on, but they did not know where. Once the Kincaid stopped to take on coal. Then it continued the long voyage.
Original English → Rokoff had visited Jane Clayton only once since he locked her in the small cabin. He looked thin and tired from a long time of sea-sickness. He came to ask for a personal cheque. It was for a large sum of money. In return, he promised her safety and a return to England.
Original English → "When you set me down safely in any civilized port, with my son and my husband," she replied, "I will pay you twice the amount in gold. But until then, you will not get a cent. You will not get even a promise of one under any other conditions."
Original English → "You will give me the cheque I ask," he said with an angry snarl. "If you do not, you, your child, and your husband will never set foot in any port again. Civilized or not."
Original English → "I would not trust you," she replied. "What promise do I have that you will keep your word? You could take my money and then do what you wanted with me and my family."
Original English → "I think you will do as I say," he said, turning to leave the cabin. "Remember, I have your son. If you hear a tortured child crying, know that it is your fault. Your stubbornness makes the baby suffer. It is your baby."
Original English → "You would not do that!" cried the girl. "You would not. You could not be so cruel!"
Original English → "It is not I who am cruel," he replied. "It is you. You let a small amount of money stand between your baby and his safety."
Original English → In the end, Jane Clayton wrote out a large cheque. She handed it to Nikolas Rokoff. He left her cabin with a grin of pleasure on his face.
Original English → The next day, the hatch was taken off Tarzan's cell. He looked up and saw Paulvitch's head in the square of light above him.
Original English → "Come up," the Russian ordered. "But remember, you will be shot if you try to attack me or anyone on the ship."
Original English → The ape-man jumped lightly onto the deck. Around him, but at a safe distance, stood six sailors. They had rifles and revolvers. In front of him was Paulvitch.
Original English → Tarzan looked for Rokoff. He felt sure Rokoff must be on the ship. But there was no sign of him.
Original English → "Lord Greystoke," the Russian began, "you have kept interfering with M. Rokoff and his plans. Now you and your family are in this bad situation. You have only yourself to blame. As you may imagine, M. Rokoff spent a lot of money on this trip. Since you are the cause of it, he expects you to pay him back.
Original English → "I can also say this. Only if you meet M. Rokoff's fair demands can you avoid terrible things happening to your wife and child. In that way, you can save your own life and get your freedom."
Original English → "What is the amount?" asked Tarzan. "And what proof do I have that you will keep your side of the deal? I do not trust two such criminals as you and Rokoff."
Original English → The Russian turned red.
Original English → "You are in no position to insult anyone," he said. "Your only proof is my word. But you can see that we can kill you easily. You must write the cheque we demand.
Original English → "If you are not a bigger fool than I think, you know this. We would like nothing more than to order these men to shoot. We do not do it because we have other plans to punish you. Your death would ruin those plans."
Original English → "Answer one question," said Tarzan. "Is my son on this ship?"
Original English → "No," replied Alexis Paulvitch. "Your son is safe somewhere else. He will not be killed unless you refuse our fair demands. If we must kill you, there will be no reason to spare the child. Without you, the one we want to punish through the boy will be gone. Then the boy will only be a danger and a problem to us. So you can save your son only by saving yourself. And you can save yourself only by giving us the cheque we ask."
Original English → "Very well," replied Tarzan. He knew they would carry out any cruel threat Paulvitch made. And there was a small chance that by agreeing, he might save the boy.
Original English → He did not think they would let him live after he signed the cheque. That was very unlikely. But he was determined to fight them so hard they would never forget it. He hoped to take Paulvitch with him to death. He was only sorry it was not Rokoff.
Original English → He took his cheque-book and fountain-pen from his pocket.
Original English → "What is the amount?" he asked.
Original English → Paulvitch named a huge sum. Tarzan could hardly stop himself from smiling.
Original English → Their greed would be their downfall, at least in the matter of the ransom. Tarzan deliberately hesitated and argued about the amount. But Paulvitch would not change it. In the end, the ape-man wrote a cheque for more money than he had in the bank.
Original English → As he turned to give the worthless paper to the Russian, he looked past the front of the Kincaid. To his surprise, the ship was only a few hundred yards from land. A thick tropical jungle grew down almost to the water's edge. Behind it was higher land covered in forest.
Original English → Paulvitch saw where he was looking.
Original English → "You will be set free here," he said.
Original English → Tarzan's plan for quick revenge on the Russian was gone. He thought the land in front of him was the mainland of Africa. He knew that if they let him go here, he could find his way to civilization fairly easily.
Original English → Paulvitch took the cheque.
Original English → "Take off your clothes," he said to the ape-man. "You will not need them here."
Original English → Tarzan refused.
Original English → Paulvitch pointed at the armed sailors. Slowly, the Englishman took off his clothes.
Original English → A boat was lowered. Still guarded closely, the ape-man was rowed to shore. Half an hour later, the sailors went back to the Kincaid. The steamer slowly started to move away.
Original English → Tarzan stood on the narrow beach and watched the ship leave. He saw a man appear at the rail. The man called out loudly to get his attention.
Original English → The ape-man had been about to read a note. A sailor had handed it to him as the small boat was about to return to the steamer. But at the shout from the ship's deck, he looked up.
Original English → He saw a man with a black beard. The man laughed at him in mockery. He held high above his head a small child. Tarzan half started forward, as if to run through the surf and swim after the moving steamer. But he knew this would be foolish. So he stopped at the water's edge.
Original English → He stood there, staring at the Kincaid. He watched until it disappeared behind a rocky point of the coast.
Original English → From the jungle behind him, fierce bloodshot eyes stared at him. They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
Original English → Little monkeys in the treetops chattered and scolded. From far inland came the scream of a leopard.
Original English → But John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, stood still and did not notice. He felt sharp regret for the chance he had lost. He had been foolish enough to believe one statement from the first lieutenant of his worst enemy.
Original English → "I have at least one comfort," he thought. "Jane is safe in London. Thank Heaven she did not fall into the hands of those villains."
Original English → Behind him, the hairy creature was watching him with evil eyes. It was creeping quietly toward him, like a cat following a mouse.
Original English → Where were the trained senses of the wild ape-man?
Original English → Where was his sharp hearing?
Original English → Where was his strange sense of smell?
A1 English
Original English → Chapter 3. Beasts at Bay
Original English → Slowly, Tarzan unfolded the note the sailor had pushed into his hand. He read it. At first it made little impression on his sad, numb mind. But soon the full meaning of the cruel plot of revenge became clear to him.
Original English → "This will explain to you" [the note read] "the exact nature of my plans for your child and for you.
Original English → "You were born an ape. You lived naked in the jungle. We have sent you back to your own kind. But your son will rise one step above his father. This is the unchanging law of evolution.
Original English → “The father was an animal, but the son will be a man. He will take the next step up in progress. He will not be a naked animal of the jungle. He will wear a loin-cloth and copper anklets. Perhaps he will also have a ring in his nose. Men will raise him. They are a tribe of wild people who eat other people.
Original English → "I could have killed you. But that would have spared you the full punishment you have earned from me.
Original English → "If you were dead, you could not suffer by knowing your son's fate. But you will live in a place where you cannot escape. You cannot search for your child or help him. So you will suffer worse than death. You will think about the horrors of your son's life for all the years you have left.
Original English → "This, then, is part of your punishment for having dared to fight against
Original English → N. R.
Original English → "P.S. -- The rest of your punishment has to do with what will soon happen to your wife. I will leave that to your imagination."
Original English → As he finished reading, a small sound behind him made him jump. It brought him back to the world around him.
Original English → At once his senses woke up. He was Tarzan of the Apes again.
Original English → As he turned, he became a beast at bay. Every instinct to protect himself was alive. A huge bull-ape was already charging down at him.
Original English → Two years had passed. Tarzan had left the wild forest with his mate. He had rescued her. In that time, his great powers had weakened only a little. These powers had made him the lord of the jungle. No one could beat him. His great lands in Uziri took much of his time. There he used his almost superhuman powers. He kept them strong. But now he was naked and had no weapons. He had to fight the shaggy, thick-necked beast in front of him. It was a test. Even in his wild days, he would hardly have wanted it.
Original English → But there was no other choice. He had to fight the angry creature with the weapons that nature had given him.
Original English → Over the bull's shoulder, Tarzan could see the heads and shoulders of about a dozen more apes. They were like early ancestors of man.
Original English → He knew they were not likely to attack him. An ape cannot think well enough to plan a joint attack on an enemy. If it could, apes would be very strong in a group. Then they would have ruled their jungle homes long ago. Their great muscles and sharp teeth could do enormous damage.
Original English → With a low snarl, the beast threw himself at Tarzan. But the ape-man had learned some methods of fighting in the world of civilized men. These methods were unknown to the jungle folk.
Original English → A few years earlier, he would have met the rush with brute force. Now he stepped to one side. The charging ape rushed past him. Tarzan swung a strong right fist into the pit of the ape's stomach.
Original English → With a howl of rage and pain, the great ape bent double and fell to the ground. Almost at once, he was struggling to his feet again.
Original English → Before he could stand up, the white-skinned enemy jumped on him. As he did, the last thin layer of civilization fell from the English lord.
Original English → Once again he was a jungle beast, fighting his own kind. Once again he was Tarzan, son of Kala the she-ape.
Original English → His strong, white teeth sank into the hairy throat of his enemy. He was searching for the pulsing vein.
Original English → Strong fingers held the great fangs away from his own flesh. Then they clenched and beat on the snarling, foam-covered face of his enemy. The blows were as hard as a steam-hammer.
Original English → All around them, the rest of the ape tribe stood watching. They enjoyed the fight. They made low sounds of approval. The fighters tore bits of white skin and bloody hair from each other. Then the mighty white ape wriggled onto the back of their king. The apes became silent. They were amazed and they waited to see what would happen. Tarzan’s steel muscles were tight under the arms of his enemy. He pushed down hard with his open hands. His hands were on the thick bull neck. The king ape could only shriek in pain. He struggled helplessly on the thick jungle grass.
Original English → Years before, Tarzan had overcome the huge Terkoz with this same wrestling hold. He had used it by accident then, in a fight just before he set out to find men of his own kind and colour. Now he used it again on this great ape. The small audience of fierce apes heard their king’s neck creak. It mixed with his painful shrieks and terrible roars.
Original English → Then came a sudden crack, like a strong branch breaking in the wind. The big head fell forward on its limp neck. It rested against the great hairy chest. The roaring and shrieking stopped.
Original English → The small, pig-like eyes of the watching apes moved from their leader's still body. They looked at the white ape rising to his feet beside the dead one. Then they looked back at their king. They seemed surprised he did not get up and kill this bold stranger.
Original English → They saw the newcomer place his foot on the neck of the still figure. He threw back his head. He gave the wild, eerie cry of a bull-ape that has made a kill. Then the apes knew their king was dead.
Original English → The horrible notes of the victory cry rolled across the jungle. The little monkeys in the treetops stopped chattering. The loud, brightly coloured birds went silent. From far away came the answering cry of a leopard and the deep roar of a lion.
Original English → It was the old Tarzan who turned his questioning eyes on the group of apes in front of him. It was the old Tarzan who shook his head. He did this as if to throw back a heavy mane of hair that had fallen over his face. It was an old habit from the days when his thick black hair fell around his shoulders. It often covered his eyes. Then it could mean life or death to him to see clearly.
Original English → The ape-man knew he might face an attack from a surviving bull-ape. That bull would think he was best suited to fight for the leadership of the tribe. Among his own apes, it was not unusual for a stranger to enter a group. After killing the king, the stranger would take over the tribe. He would also take the fallen king's mates.
Original English → On the other hand, if he did not follow them, they might slowly move away from him. Later they might fight among themselves for power. He was sure he could be their king if he wanted. But he was not sure he wanted the sometimes tiresome duties of that position. He could see no clear benefit from it.
Original English → One of the younger apes, a huge and strong brute, was moving closer to the ape-man. Through his bared fighting fangs came a low, angry growl.
Original English → Tarzan watched his every move. He stood as still as a statue. If he stepped back, the bull would charge at once. If he rushed forward, the result might be the same. Or it might scare the aggressive one away. It all depended on how much courage the young bull had.
Original English → Staying perfectly still and waiting was the middle path. In that case, the bull would come quite close, as apes do. He would growl loudly and show his dripping fangs. He would slowly circle the other, as if he had a challenge to make. This is what he did, just as Tarzan had expected.
Original English → It might be only a show of strength. But an ape's mind is so unpredictable. A sudden impulse might send the hairy mass tearing and ripping at the man. It could happen without any warning.
Original English → As the brute circled him, Tarzan turned slowly. He kept his eyes on the eyes of his enemy. He had judged the young bull as one who never felt strong enough to overthrow his former king. But one day he would have done so. Tarzan saw that the beast was huge. He stood more than seven feet tall on his short, bent legs.
Original English → His great hairy arms nearly reached the ground, even when he stood up straight. His fighting fangs were very long and sharp, and they were close to Tarzan's face. Like the others in his tribe, he was different in several small ways from the apes of Tarzan's childhood.
Original English → At first the ape-man had felt a thrill of hope when he saw the shaggy bodies of the apes. He had hoped that by some strange chance he had returned to his own tribe. But a closer look showed him that these were a different kind of ape.
Original English → As the threatening bull kept circling in a stiff, jerky way, Tarzan thought of something. He wondered if the language of his own tribe was the same as this other group's. Like a dog meeting a strange dog, the bull was trying to judge him. So Tarzan spoke to the brute in the language of the tribe of Kerchak.
Original English → "Who are you?" he asked. "Who wants to fight Tarzan of the Apes?"
Original English → The hairy brute looked surprised.
Original English → "I am Akut," the other replied. He used the same simple language as the tribe. Tarzan had guessed this. He had spent the first twenty years of his life with that tribe.
Original English → "I am Akut," said the ape. "Molak is dead. I am king. Go away or I shall kill you!"
Original English → "You saw how easily I killed Molak," said Tarzan. "I could kill you too, if I wanted to be king. But Tarzan of the Apes does not want to be king of Akut’s tribe. He only wants to live in peace in this country. Let us be friends. Tarzan can help you. You can help Tarzan."
Original English → "You cannot kill Akut," the other said. "No one is as great as Akut. If you had not killed Molak, Akut would have done it. Akut was ready to be king."
Original English → For an answer, the ape-man jumped at the big brute. The ape had relaxed his guard a little during the talk.
Original English → In a moment, the man caught the great ape’s wrist. Before the ape could grab him, Tarzan turned him around. Then he jumped onto his broad back.
Original English → They fell together. But Tarzan’s plan worked well. Before they touched the ground, he had the same hold on Akut that he had used to break Molak’s neck.
Original English → Slowly, he pressed harder. Long ago, he had given Kerchak a chance to surrender and live. Now he gave Akut the same choice. Akut was strong and clever. Tarzan saw in him a possible ally. Akut could live as his friend. Or he could die as Molak had died. Molak had been a fierce king who had never lost a fight.
Original English → "Ka-Goda?" Tarzan whispered to the ape beneath him.
Original English → It was the same question he had whispered to Kerchak. In the language of the apes, it means, more or less, “Do you surrender?”
Original English → Akut remembered the creaking sound he had heard just before Molak’s thick neck snapped. He shivered.
Original English → He did not want to give up being king. So he struggled again to get free. But a sudden painful pressure on his spine forced a cry from his lips: “Ka-goda!”
Original English → Tarzan loosened his grip a little.
Original English → "You may still be king, Akut," he said. "Tarzan told you he does not want to be king. If anyone questions your right, Tarzan of the Apes will help you fight."
Original English → The ape-man stood up, and Akut got slowly to his feet. He shook his big head and growled angrily. Then he walked toward his tribe. He looked first at one large male and then at another. Any of them might challenge his leadership.
Original English → But none did. Instead, they moved away as he came near. Soon the whole pack went into the jungle. Tarzan was left alone on the beach again.
Original English → The ape-man was sore from the wounds Molak had given him. But he was used to pain. He endured it calmly, like the wild animals that had taught him to live in the jungle.
Original English → His first need, he knew, was weapons for attack and defence. The encounter with the apes had shown him this. The distant roars of Numa the lion and the cries of Sheeta the panther warned him. His life would not be easy or safe.
Original English → It was a return to the old life of constant fighting and danger. He would hunt, and beasts would hunt him. Fierce beasts would stalk him, as they had in the past. Day was fierce and night was cruel. At any moment he might need weapons. He would have to make them from whatever materials he could find.
Original English → On the shore, he found a rock formation of brittle, volcanic stone. With great effort, he chipped off a thin piece. It was about twelve inches long and a quarter of an inch thick. One edge was very thin near the tip. It was the start of a knife.
Original English → He took it into the jungle. He searched until he found a fallen tree of a hardwood he knew well. From this tree, he cut a small straight branch. He sharpened one end to a point.
Original English → Next, he made a small, round hole in the surface of the fallen trunk. He put a few bits of dry bark into it. He had shredded the bark very finely. Then he put the point of his stick into the hole. He sat on the tree trunk and spun the stick quickly between his palms.
Original English → After a while, thin smoke rose from the little pile of tinder. A moment later, it burst into flame. Tarzan added larger twigs and sticks to the tiny fire. Soon he had a good blaze roaring inside the hollow of the dead tree.
Original English → He pushed the blade of his stone knife into the fire. When it became very hot, he took it out. He touched a spot near the thin edge with a drop of water. Under the wet spot, a small flake of the glassy stone cracked and fell away.
Original English → In this way, very slowly, the ape-man began the long work of sharpening his knife.
Original English → He did not finish it in one sitting. At first, he made only a cutting edge of a couple of inches. With it, he cut a long, bendy bow. He also made a handle for his knife, a strong club, and many arrows.
Original English → He hid these things in a tall tree beside a small stream. He also built a platform there. He made a roof of palm leaves above it.
Original English → When all these things were done, it was getting dark. Tarzan felt very hungry.
Original English → Earlier, during his short walk into the forest, he had seen a watering place. It was a short way up the stream from his tree. The mud on both banks was trampled. Many animals of all kinds came there to drink. The hungry ape-man moved there quietly.
Original English → He swung through the top of the trees with the grace of a monkey. If he had not had such a heavy sadness in his heart, he would have been happy. He was back in the free life of his childhood.
Original English → Even with his sadness, he fell into the old habits of his early life. These habits were a deeper part of him than the thin layer of civilization. For three years he had lived among white men from the outside world. That civilization covered him only lightly. It hid the wild nature of the beast that Tarzan of the Apes had been.
Original English → If his fellow lords in the House of Lords could see him now, they would raise their noble hands in shock.
Original English → He crouched quietly in the low branches of a great tree. The tree hung over the trail. His sharp eyes and ears listened to the distant jungle. He knew his dinner would come out of there soon.
Original English → He did not have to wait long.
Original English → He had barely settled into a comfortable place. His strong legs were folded beneath him, like a panther ready to spring. Then Bara, the deer, came gently down to drink.
Original English → But Bara was not alone. Behind the graceful deer came another animal. The deer could not see or smell it. But Tarzan could see its movements, because his hiding place was high up in the tree.
Original English → He did not yet know what was moving so quietly through the jungle. It was a few hundred yards behind the deer. But he was sure it was a large hunter. It was stalking Bara for the same reason Tarzan was waiting for him. It might be Numa, or it might be Sheeta the panther.
Original English → Either way, Tarzan could lose his meal. Unless Bara moved faster toward the ford, the deer would get away.
Original English → While these thoughts ran through his mind, a noise from the hunter behind must have reached the deer. He stopped suddenly and trembled. Then he leaped away fast, straight toward the river and Tarzan. He planned to run through the shallow ford and escape to the other side.
Original English → Numa was not far behind him. He was less than a hundred yards away.
Original English → Tarzan could see the lion clearly now. Bara was about to pass under the ape-man. Could he do it? Before he could answer his own question, the hungry man jumped from his perch. He landed right on the back of the startled deer.
Original English → In a moment, Numa would be on top of them both. If the ape-man wanted to eat that night, or ever again, he had to act fast.
Original English → He hit the smooth hide of the deer so hard that the animal fell to its knees. At once, he grabbed a horn in each hand. With one quick, strong twist, he turned the deer’s neck all the way around. He felt the bones snap in his grip.
Original English → The lion was roaring with rage close behind him. Tarzan swung the deer over his shoulder. He held a front leg in his strong teeth. Then he jumped for the nearest low branch above his head.
Original English → He grabbed the branch with both hands. At the same moment, Numa leaped. Tarzan pulled himself and his prey up, out of reach of the lion’s claws.
Original English → The lion fell back to the ground with a thud. Tarzan of the Apes pulled his dinner higher, to a safer branch. He looked down with a grinning face. The lion’s yellow eyes glared up at him. Tarzan mocked him with insults. He waved the dead deer in front of the lion he had cheated.
Original English → With his crude stone knife, he cut a juicy steak from the back legs. The great lion paced below, growling, back and forth. Lord Greystoke filled his wild stomach. In the finest London clubs, a meal had never tasted better to him.
Original English → The warm blood from his kill covered his hands and face. Its strong smell filled his nose. Wild meat-eaters love that smell most.
Original English → When he had finished, he left the rest of the deer in a high fork of the tree. Numa followed below him, still eager for revenge. Tarzan went back to his tree-top shelter. He slept there until the sun was high the next morning.
A1 English
Original English → Chapter 4. Sheeta
Original English → Over the next few days, Tarzan finished his weapons and explored the jungle. He strung his bow with tendons from the deer he had eaten on his first evening on the new shore. He would have preferred the gut of Sheeta for this. But he decided to wait until he could kill one of the big cats.
Original English → He also braided a long grass rope. He had used a rope like this many years before, to tease the bad-tempered Tublat. Later, in the skilled hands of the little ape-boy, it became a deadly weapon.
Original English → He made a sheath and handle for his hunting knife. He also made a quiver for arrows. From the hide of Bara, he made a belt and a loin-cloth. Then he went out to learn about the strange land he was in. This was not the west coast of Africa, which he knew well. He knew this because the land faced east. The sun rose out of the sea in front of the jungle.
Original English → But he was sure this was not the east coast of Africa either. The Kincaid could not have passed through the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal, and the Red Sea. It also could not have rounded the Cape of Good Hope in that time. So he had no idea where he was.
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Original English C1
A1 English → Chapter 1. Kidnapped
A1 English → "The entire affair is shrouded in mystery," said D'Arnot. "I have it on the best of authority that neither the police nor the special agents of the general staff have the faintest conception of how it was accomplished. All they know, all that anyone knows, is that Nikolas Rokoff has escaped."
A1 English → John Clayton, Lord Greystoke -- he who had been "Tarzan of the Apes" -- sat in silence in the apartments of his friend, Lieutenant Paul D'Arnot, in Paris, gazing meditatively at the toe of his immaculate boot.
A1 English → His mind revolved many memories, recalled by the escape of his arch-enemy from the French military prison to which he had been sentenced for life upon the testimony of the ape-man.
A1 English → He thought of the lengths to which Rokoff had once gone to compass his death, and he realized that what the man had already done would doubtless be as nothing by comparison with what he would wish and plot to do now that he was again free.
A1 English → Tarzan had recently brought his wife and infant son to London to escape the discomforts and dangers of the rainy season upon their vast estate in Uziri -- the land of the savage Waziri warriors whose broad African domains the ape-man had once ruled.
A1 English → He had run across the Channel for a brief visit with his old friend, but the news of the Russian's escape had already cast a shadow upon his outing, so that though he had but just arrived he was already contemplating an immediate return to London.
A1 English → "It is not that I fear for myself, Paul," he said at last. "Many times in the past have I thwarted Rokoff's designs upon my life; but now there are others to consider. Unless I misjudge the man, he would more quickly strike at me through my wife or son than directly at me, for he doubtless realizes that in no other way could he inflict greater anguish upon me. I must go back to them at once, and remain with them until Rokoff is recaptured -- or dead."
A1 English → As these two talked in Paris, two other men were talking together in a little cottage upon the outskirts of London. Both were dark, sinister-looking men.
A1 English → One was bearded, but the other, whose face wore the pallor of long confinement within doors, had but a few days' growth of black beard upon his face. It was he who was speaking.
A1 English → "You must needs shave off that beard of yours, Alexis," he said to his companion. "With it he would recognize you on the instant. We must separate here in the hour, and when we meet again upon the deck of the Kincaid, let us hope that we shall have with us two honoured guests who little anticipate the pleasant voyage we have planned for them.
A1 English → "In two hours I should be upon my way to Dover with one of them, and by tomorrow night, if you follow my instructions carefully, you should arrive with the other, provided, of course, that he returns to London as quickly as I presume he will.
A1 English → "There should be both profit and pleasure as well as other good things to reward our efforts, my dear Alexis. Thanks to the stupidity of the French, they have gone to such lengths to conceal the fact of my escape for these many days that I have had ample opportunity to work out every detail of our little adventure so carefully that there is little chance of the slightest hitch occurring to mar our prospects. And now good-bye, and good luck!"
A1 English → Three hours later a messenger mounted the steps to the apartment of Lieutenant D'Arnot.
A1 English → "A telegram for Lord Greystoke," he said to the servant who answered his summons. "Is he here?"
A1 English → The man answered in the affirmative, and, signing for the message, carried it within to Tarzan, who was already preparing to depart for London.
A1 English → Tarzan tore open the envelope, and as he read his face went white.
A1 English → "Read it, Paul," he said, handing the slip of paper to D'Arnot. "It has come already."
A1 English → The Frenchman took the telegram and read:
A1 English → "Jack stolen from the garden through complicity of new servant. Come at once. -- JANE."
A1 English → As Tarzan leaped from the roadster that had met him at the station and ran up the steps to his London town house he was met at the door by a dry-eyed but almost frantic woman.
A1 English → Quickly Jane Porter Clayton narrated all that she had been able to learn of the theft of the boy.
A1 English → The baby's nurse had been wheeling him in the sunshine on the walk before the house when a closed taxicab drew up at the corner of the street. The woman had paid but passing attention to the vehicle, merely noting that it discharged no passenger, but stood at the kerb with the motor running as though waiting for a fare from the residence before which it had stopped.
A1 English → Almost immediately the new houseman, Carl, had come running from the Greystoke house, saying that the girl's mistress wished to speak with her for a moment, and that she was to leave little Jack in his care until she returned.
A1 English → The woman said that she entertained not the slightest suspicion of the man's motives until she had reached the doorway of the house, when it occurred to her to warn him not to turn the carriage so as to permit the sun to shine in the baby's eyes.
A1 English → As she turned about to call this to him she was somewhat surprised to see that he was wheeling the carriage rapidly toward the corner, and at the same time she saw the door of the taxicab open and a swarthy face framed for a moment in the aperture.
A1 English → Intuitively, the danger to the child flashed upon her, and with a shriek she dashed down the steps and up the walk toward the taxicab, into which Carl was now handing the baby to the swarthy one within.
A1 English → Just before she reached the vehicle, Carl leaped in beside his confederate, slamming the door behind him. At the same time the chauffeur attempted to start his machine, but it was evident that something had gone wrong, as though the gears refused to mesh, and the delay caused by this, while he pushed the lever into reverse and backed the car a few inches before again attempting to go ahead, gave the nurse time to reach the side of the taxicab.
A1 English → Leaping to the running-board, she had attempted to snatch the baby from the arms of the stranger, and here, screaming and fighting, she had clung to her position even after the taxicab had got under way; nor was it until the machine had passed the Greystoke residence at good speed that Carl, with a heavy blow to her face, had succeeded in knocking her to the pavement.
A1 English → Her screams had attracted servants and members of the families from residences near by, as well as from the Greystoke home. Lady Greystoke had witnessed the girl's brave battle, and had herself tried to reach the rapidly passing vehicle, but had been too late.
A1 English → That was all that anyone knew, nor did Lady Greystoke dream of the possible identity of the man at the bottom of the plot until her husband told her of the escape of Nikolas Rokoff from the French prison where they had hoped he was permanently confined.
A1 English → As Tarzan and his wife stood planning the wisest course to pursue, the telephone bell rang in the library at their right. Tarzan quickly answered the call in person.
A1 English → "Lord Greystoke?" asked a man's voice at the other end of the line.
A1 English → "Yes."
A1 English → "Your son has been stolen," continued the voice, "and I alone may help you to recover him. I am conversant with the plot of those who took him. In fact, I was a party to it, and was to share in the reward, but now they are trying to ditch me, and to be quits with them I will aid you to recover him on condition that you will not prosecute me for my part in the crime. What do you say?"
A1 English → "If you lead me to where my son is hidden," replied the ape-man, "you need fear nothing from me."
A1 English → "Good," replied the other. "But you must come alone to meet me, for it is enough that I must trust you. I cannot take the chance of permitting others to learn my identity."
A1 English → "Where and when may I meet you?" asked Tarzan.
A1 English → The other gave the name and location of a public-house on the water-front at Dover -- a place frequented by sailors.
A1 English → "Come," he concluded, "about ten o'clock tonight. It would do no good to arrive earlier. Your son will be safe enough in the meantime, and I can then lead you secretly to where he is hidden. But be sure to come alone, and under no circumstances notify Scotland Yard, for I know you well and shall be watching for you.
A1 English → "Should any other accompany you, or should I see suspicious characters who might be agents of the police, I shall not meet you, and your last chance of recovering your son will be gone."
A1 English → Without more words the man rang off.
A1 English → Tarzan repeated the gist of the conversation to his wife. She begged to be allowed to accompany him, but he insisted that it might result in the man's carrying out his threat of refusing to aid them if Tarzan did not come alone, and so they parted, he to hasten to Dover, and she, ostensibly to wait at home until he should notify her of the outcome of his mission.
A1 English → Little did either dream of what both were destined to pass through before they should meet again, or the far-distant -- but why anticipate?
A1 English → For ten minutes after the ape-man had left her Jane Clayton walked restlessly back and forth across the silken rugs of the library. Her mother heart ached, bereft of its first-born. Her mind was in an anguish of hopes and fears.
A1 English → Though her judgment told her that all would be well were her Tarzan to go alone in accordance with the mysterious stranger's summons, her intuition would not permit her to lay aside suspicion of the gravest dangers to both her husband and her son.
A1 English → The more she thought of the matter, the more convinced she became that the recent telephone message might be but a ruse to keep them inactive until the boy was safely hidden away or spirited out of England. Or it might be that it had been simply a bait to lure Tarzan into the hands of the implacable Rokoff.
A1 English → With the lodgment of this thought she stopped in wide-eyed terror. Instantly it became a conviction. She glanced at the great clock ticking the minutes in the corner of the library.
A1 English → It was too late to catch the Dover train that Tarzan was to take. There was another, later, however, that would bring her to the Channel port in time to reach the address the stranger had given her husband before the appointed hour.
A1 English → Summoning her maid and chauffeur, she issued instructions rapidly. Ten minutes later she was being whisked through the crowded streets toward the railway station.
A1 English → It was nine-forty-five that night that Tarzan entered the squalid "pub" on the water-front in Dover. As he passed into the evil-smelling room a muffled figure brushed past him toward the street.
A1 English → "Come, my lord!" whispered the stranger.
A1 English → The ape-man wheeled about and followed the other into the ill-lit alley, which custom had dignified with the title of thoroughfare. Once outside, the fellow led the way into the darkness, nearer a wharf, where high-piled bales, boxes, and casks cast dense shadows. Here he halted.
A1 English → "Where is the boy?" asked Greystoke.
A1 English → "On that small steamer whose lights you can just see yonder," replied the other.
A1 English → In the gloom Tarzan was trying to peer into the features of his companion, but he did not recognize the man as one whom he had ever before seen. Had he guessed that his guide was Alexis Paulvitch he would have realized that naught but treachery lay in the man's heart, and that danger lurked in the path of every move.
A1 English → "He is unguarded now," continued the Russian. "Those who took him feel perfectly safe from detection, and with the exception of a couple of members of the crew, whom I have furnished with enough gin to silence them effectually for hours, there is none aboard the Kincaid. We can go aboard, get the child, and return without the slightest fear."
A1 English → Tarzan nodded.
A1 English → "Let's be about it, then," he said.
A1 English → His guide led him to a small boat moored alongside the wharf. The two men entered, and Paulvitch pulled rapidly toward the steamer. The black smoke issuing from her funnel did not at the time make any suggestion to Tarzan's mind. All his thoughts were occupied with the hope that in a few moments he would again have his little son in his arms.
A1 English → At the steamer's side they found a monkey-ladder dangling close above them, and up this the two men crept stealthily. Once on deck they hastened aft to where the Russian pointed to a hatch.
A1 English → "The boy is hidden there," he said. "You had better go down after him, as there is less chance that he will cry in fright than should he find himself in the arms of a stranger. I will stand on guard here."
A1 English → So anxious was Tarzan to rescue the child that he gave not the slightest thought to the strangeness of all the conditions surrounding the Kincaid. That her deck was deserted, though she had steam up, and from the volume of smoke pouring from her funnel was all ready to get under way made no impression upon him.
A1 English → With the thought that in another instant he would fold that precious little bundle of humanity in his arms, the ape-man swung down into the darkness below. Scarcely had he released his hold upon the edge of the hatch than the heavy covering fell clattering above him.
A1 English → Instantly he knew that he was the victim of a plot, and that far from rescuing his son he had himself fallen into the hands of his enemies. Though he immediately endeavoured to reach the hatch and lift the cover, he was unable to do so.
A1 English → Striking a match, he explored his surroundings, finding that a little compartment had been partitioned off from the main hold, with the hatch above his head the only means of ingress or egress. It was evident that the room had been prepared for the very purpose of serving as a cell for himself.
A1 English → There was nothing in the compartment, and no other occupant. If the child was on board the Kincaid he was confined elsewhere.
A1 English → For over twenty years, from infancy to manhood, the ape-man had roamed his savage jungle haunts without human companionship of any nature. He had learned at the most impressionable period of his life to take his pleasures and his sorrows as the beasts take theirs.
A1 English → So it was that he neither raved nor stormed against fate, but instead waited patiently for what might next befall him, though not by any means without an eye to doing the utmost to succour himself. To this end he examined his prison carefully, tested the heavy planking that formed its walls, and measured the distance of the hatch above him.
A1 English → And while he was thus occupied there came suddenly to him the vibration of machinery and the throbbing of the propeller.
A1 English → The ship was moving! Where to and to what fate was it carrying him?
A1 English → And even as these thoughts passed through his mind there came to his ears above the din of the engines that which caused him to go cold with apprehension.
A1 English → Clear and shrill from the deck above him rang the scream of a frightened woman.
Original English C1
A1 English → Chapter 2. Marooned
A1 English → As Tarzan and his guide had disappeared into the shadows upon the dark wharf the figure of a heavily veiled woman had hurried down the narrow alley to the entrance of the drinking-place the two men had just quitted.
A1 English → Here she paused and looked about, and then as though satisfied that she had at last reached the place she sought, she pushed bravely into the interior of the vile den.
A1 English → A score of half-drunken sailors and wharf-rats looked up at the unaccustomed sight of a richly gowned woman in their midst. Rapidly she approached the slovenly barmaid who stared half in envy, half in hate, at her more fortunate sister.
A1 English → "Have you seen a tall, well-dressed man here, but a minute since," she asked, "who met another and went away with him?"
A1 English → The girl answered in the affirmative, but could not tell which way the two had gone. A sailor who had approached to listen to the conversation vouchsafed the information that a moment before as he had been about to enter the "pub" he had seen two men leaving it who walked toward the wharf.
A1 English → "Show me the direction they went," cried the woman, slipping a coin into the man's hand.
A1 English → The fellow led her from the place, and together they walked quickly toward the wharf and along it until across the water they saw a small boat just pulling into the shadows of a near-by steamer.
A1 English → "There they be," whispered the man.
A1 English → "Ten pounds if you will find a boat and row me to that steamer," cried the woman.
A1 English → "Quick, then," he replied, "for we gotta go it if we're goin' to catch the Kincaid afore she sails. She's had steam up for three hours an' jest been a-waitin' fer that one passenger. I was a-talkin' to one of her crew 'arf an hour ago."
A1 English → As he spoke he led the way to the end of the wharf where he knew another boat lay moored, and, lowering the woman into it, he jumped in after and pushed off. The two were soon scudding over the water.
A1 English → At the steamer's side the man demanded his pay and, without waiting to count out the exact amount, the woman thrust a handful of bank-notes into his outstretched hand. A single glance at them convinced the fellow that he had been more than well paid. Then he assisted her up the ladder, holding his skiff close to the ship's side against the chance that this profitable passenger might wish to be taken ashore later.
A1 English → But presently the sound of the donkey engine and the rattle of a steel cable on the hoisting-drum proclaimed the fact that the Kincaid's anchor was being raised, and a moment later the waiter heard the propellers revolving, and slowly the little steamer moved away from him out into the channel.
A1 English → As he turned to row back to shore he heard a woman's shriek from the ship's deck.
A1 English → "That's wot I calls rotten luck," he soliloquized. "I might jest as well of 'ad the whole bloomin' wad."
A1 English → When Jane Clayton climbed to the deck of the Kincaid she found the ship apparently deserted. There was no sign of those she sought nor of any other aboard, and so she went about her search for her husband and the child she hoped against hope to find there without interruption.
A1 English → Quickly she hastened to the cabin, which was half above and half below deck. As she hurried down the short companion-ladder into the main cabin, on either side of which were the smaller rooms occupied by the officers, she failed to note the quick closing of one of the doors before her. She passed the full length of the main room, and then retracing her steps stopped before each door to listen, furtively trying each latch.
A1 English → All was silence, utter silence there, in which the throbbing of her own frightened heart seemed to her overwrought imagination to fill the ship with its thunderous alarm.
A1 English → One by one the doors opened before her touch, only to reveal empty interiors. In her absorption she did not note the sudden activity upon the vessel, the purring of the engines, the throbbing of the propeller. She had reached the last door upon the right now, and as she pushed it open she was seized from within by a powerful, dark-visaged man, and drawn hastily into the stuffy, ill-smelling interior.
A1 English → The sudden shock of fright which the unexpected attack had upon her drew a single piercing scream from her throat; then the man clapped a hand roughly over the mouth.
A1 English → "Not until we are farther from land, my dear," he said. "Then you may yell your pretty head off."
A1 English → Lady Greystoke turned to look into the leering, bearded face so close to hers. The man relaxed the pressure of his fingers upon her lips, and with a little moan of terror as she recognized him the girl shrank away from her captor.
A1 English → "Nikolas Rokoff! M. Thuran!" she exclaimed.
A1 English → "Your devoted admirer," replied the Russian, with a low bow.
A1 English → "My little boy," she said next, ignoring the terms of endearment-- "where is he? Let me have him. How could you be so cruel -- even as you -- Nikolas Rokoff -- cannot be entirely devoid of mercy and compassion? Tell me where he is. Is he aboard this ship? Oh, please, if such a thing as a heart beats within your breast, take me to my baby!"
A1 English → "If you do as you are bid no harm will befall him," replied Rokoff. "But remember that it is your own fault that you are here. You came aboard voluntarily, and you may take the consequences. I little thought," he added to himself, "that any such good luck as this would come to me."
A1 English → He went on deck then, locking the cabin-door upon his prisoner, and for several days she did not see him. The truth of the matter being that Nikolas Rokoff was so poor a sailor that the heavy seas the Kincaid encountered from the very beginning of her voyage sent the Russian to his berth with a bad attack of sea-sickness.
A1 English → During this time her only visitor was an uncouth Swede, the Kincaid's unsavoury cook, who brought her meals to her. His name was Sven Anderssen, his one pride being that his patronymic was spelt with a double "s."
A1 English → The man was tall and raw-boned, with a long yellow moustache, an unwholesome complexion, and filthy nails. The very sight of him with one grimy thumb buried deep in the lukewarm stew, that seemed, from the frequency of its repetition, to constitute the pride of his culinary art, was sufficient to take away the girl's appetite.
A1 English → His small, blue, close-set eyes never met hers squarely. There was a shiftiness of his whole appearance that even found expression in the cat-like manner of his gait, and to it all a sinister suggestion was added by the long slim knife that always rested at his waist, slipped through the greasy cord that supported his soiled apron. Ostensibly it was but an implement of his calling; but the girl could never free herself of the conviction that it would require less provocation to witness it put to other and less harmless uses.
A1 English → His manner toward her was surly, yet she never failed to meet him with a pleasant smile and a word of thanks when he brought her food to her, though more often than not she hurled the bulk of it through the tiny cabin port the moment that the door closed behind him.
A1 English → During the days of anguish that followed Jane Clayton's imprisonment, but two questions were uppermost in her mind -- the whereabouts of her husband and her son. She fully believed that the baby was aboard the Kincaid, provided that he still lived, but whether Tarzan had been permitted to live after having been lured aboard the evil craft she could not guess.
A1 English → She knew, of course, the deep hatred that the Russian felt for the Englishman, and she could think of but one reason for having him brought aboard the ship -- to dispatch him in comparative safety in revenge for his having thwarted Rokoff's pet schemes, and for having been at last the means of landing him in a French prison.
A1 English → Tarzan, on his part, lay in the darkness of his cell, ignorant of the fact that his wife was a prisoner in the cabin almost above his head.
A1 English → The same Swede that served Jane brought his meals to him, but, though on several occasions Tarzan had tried to draw the man into conversation, he had been unsuccessful. He had hoped to learn through this fellow whether his little son was aboard the Kincaid, but to every question upon this or kindred subjects the fellow returned but one reply, "Ay tank it blow purty soon purty hard." So after several attempts Tarzan gave it up.
A1 English → For weeks that seemed months to the two prisoners the little steamer forged on they knew not where. Once the Kincaid stopped to coal, only immediately to take up the seemingly interminable voyage.
A1 English → Rokoff had visited Jane Clayton but once since he had locked her in the tiny cabin. He had come gaunt and hollow-eyed from a long siege of sea-sickness. The object of his visit was to obtain from her her personal cheque for a large sum in return for a guarantee of her personal safety and return to England.
A1 English → "When you set me down safely in any civilized port, together with my son and my husband," she replied, "I will pay you in gold twice the amount you ask; but until then you shall not have a cent, nor the promise of a cent under any other conditions."
A1 English → "You will give me the cheque I ask," he replied with a snarl, "or neither you nor your child nor your husband will ever again set foot within any port, civilized or otherwise."
A1 English → "I would not trust you," she replied. "What guarantee have I that you would not take my money and then do as you pleased with me and mine regardless of your promise?"
A1 English → "I think you will do as I bid," he said, turning to leave the cabin. "Remember that I have your son -- if you chance to hear the agonized wail of a tortured child it may console you to reflect that it is because of your stubbornness that the baby suffers -- and that it is your baby."
A1 English → "You would not do it!" cried the girl. "You would not -- could not be so fiendishly cruel!"
A1 English → "It is not I that am cruel, but you," he returned, "for you permit a paltry sum of money to stand between your baby and immunity from suffering."
A1 English → The end of it was that Jane Clayton wrote out a cheque of large denomination and handed it to Nikolas Rokoff, who left her cabin with a grin of satisfaction upon his lips.
A1 English → The following day the hatch was removed from Tarzan's cell, and as he looked up he saw Paulvitch's head framed in the square of light above him.
A1 English → "Come up," commanded the Russian. "But bear in mind that you will be shot if you make a single move to attack me or any other aboard the ship."
A1 English → The ape-man swung himself lightly to the deck. About him, but at a respectful distance, stood a half-dozen sailors armed with rifles and revolvers. Facing him was Paulvitch.
A1 English → Tarzan looked about for Rokoff, who he felt sure must be aboard, but there was no sign of him.
A1 English → "Lord Greystoke," commenced the Russian, "by your continued and wanton interference with M. Rokoff and his plans you have at last brought yourself and your family to this unfortunate extremity. You have only yourself to thank. As you may imagine, it has cost M. Rokoff a large amount of money to finance this expedition, and, as you are the sole cause of it, he naturally looks to you for reimbursement.
A1 English → "Further, I may say that only by meeting M. Rokoff's just demands may you avert the most unpleasant consequences to your wife and child, and at the same time retain your own life and regain your liberty."
A1 English → "What is the amount?" asked Tarzan. "And what assurance have I that you will live up to your end of the agreement? I have little reason to trust two such scoundrels as you and Rokoff, you know."
A1 English → The Russian flushed.
A1 English → "You are in no position to deliver insults," he said. "You have no assurance that we will live up to our agreement other than my word, but you have before you the assurance that we can make short work of you if you do not write out the cheque we demand.
A1 English → "Unless you are a greater fool than I imagine, you should know that there is nothing that would give us greater pleasure than to order these men to fire. That we do not is because we have other plans for punishing you that would be entirely upset by your death."
A1 English → "Answer one question," said Tarzan. "Is my son on board this ship?"
A1 English → "No," replied Alexis Paulvitch, "your son is quite safe elsewhere; nor will he be killed until you refuse to accede to our fair demands. If it becomes necessary to kill you, there will be no reason for not killing the child, since with you gone the one whom we wish to punish through the boy will be gone, and he will then be to us only a constant source of danger and embarrassment. You see, therefore, that you may only save the life of your son by saving your own, and you can only save your own by giving us the cheque we ask."
A1 English → "Very well," replied Tarzan, for he knew that he could trust them to carry out any sinister threat that Paulvitch had made, and there was a bare chance that by conceding their demands he might save the boy.
A1 English → That they would permit him to live after he had appended his name to the cheque never occurred to him as being within the realms of probability. But he was determined to give them such a battle as they would never forget, and possibly to take Paulvitch with him into eternity. He was only sorry that it was not Rokoff.
A1 English → He took his pocket cheque-book and fountain-pen from his pocket.
A1 English → "What is the amount?" he asked.
A1 English → Paulvitch named an enormous sum. Tarzan could scarce restrain a smile.
A1 English → Their very cupidity was to prove the means of their undoing, in the matter of the ransom at least. Purposely he hesitated and haggled over the amount, but Paulvitch was obdurate. Finally the ape-man wrote out his cheque for a larger sum than stood to his credit at the bank.
A1 English → As he turned to hand the worthless slip of paper to the Russian his glance chanced to pass across the starboard bow of the Kincaid. To his surprise he saw that the ship lay within a few hundred yards of land. Almost down to the water's edge ran a dense tropical jungle, and behind was higher land clothed in forest.
A1 English → Paulvitch noted the direction of his gaze.
A1 English → "You are to be set at liberty here," he said.
A1 English → Tarzan's plan for immediate physical revenge upon the Russian vanished. He thought the land before him the mainland of Africa, and he knew that should they liberate him here he could doubtless find his way to civilization with comparative ease.
A1 English → Paulvitch took the cheque.
A1 English → "Remove your clothing," he said to the ape-man. "Here you will not need it."
A1 English → Tarzan demurred.
A1 English → Paulvitch pointed to the armed sailors. Then the Englishman slowly divested himself of his clothing.
A1 English → A boat was lowered, and, still heavily guarded, the ape-man was rowed ashore. Half an hour later the sailors had returned to the Kincaid, and the steamer was slowly getting under way.
A1 English → As Tarzan stood upon the narrow strip of beach watching the departure of the vessel he saw a figure appear at the rail and call aloud to attract his attention.
A1 English → The ape-man had been about to read a note that one of the sailors had handed him as the small boat that bore him to the shore was on the point of returning to the steamer, but at the hail from the vessel's deck he looked up.
A1 English → He saw a black-bearded man who laughed at him in derision as he held high above his head the figure of a little child. Tarzan half started as though to rush through the surf and strike out for the already moving steamer; but realizing the futility of so rash an act he halted at the water's edge.
A1 English → Thus he stood, his gaze riveted upon the Kincaid until it disappeared beyond a projecting promontory of the coast.
A1 English → From the jungle at his back fierce bloodshot eyes glared from beneath shaggy overhanging brows upon him.
A1 English → Little monkeys in the tree-tops chattered and scolded, and from the distance of the inland forest came the scream of a leopard.
A1 English → But still John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, stood deaf and unseeing, suffering the pangs of keen regret for the opportunity that he had wasted because he had been so gullible as to place credence in a single statement of the first lieutenant of his arch-enemy.
A1 English → "I have at least," he thought, "one consolation -- the knowledge that Jane is safe in London. Thank Heaven she, too, did not fall into the clutches of those villains."
A1 English → Behind him the hairy thing whose evil eyes had been watching him as a cat watches a mouse was creeping stealthily toward him.
A1 English → Where were the trained senses of the savage ape-man?
A1 English → Where the acute hearing?
A1 English → Where the uncanny sense of scent?
Original English C1
A1 English → Chapter 3. Beasts at Bay
A1 English → Slowly Tarzan unfolded the note the sailor had thrust into his hand, and read it. At first it made little impression on his sorrow-numbed senses, but finally the full purport of the hideous plot of revenge unfolded itself before his imagination.
A1 English → "This will explain to you" [the note read] "the exact nature of my intentions relative to your offspring and to you.
A1 English → "You were born an ape. You lived naked in the jungles -- to your own we have returned you; but your son shall rise a step above his sire. It is the immutable law of evolution.
A1 English → "The father was a beast, but the son shall be a man -- he shall take the next ascending step in the scale of progress. He shall be no naked beast of the jungle, but shall wear a loin-cloth and copper anklets, and, perchance, a ring in his nose, for he is to be reared by men -- a tribe of savage cannibals.
A1 English → "I might have killed you, but that would have curtailed the full measure of the punishment you have earned at my hands.
A1 English → "Dead, you could not have suffered in the knowledge of your son's plight; but living and in a place from which you may not escape to seek or succour your child, you shall suffer worse than death for all the years of your life in contemplation of the horrors of your son's existence.
A1 English → "This, then, is to be a part of your punishment for having dared to pit yourself against
A1 English → N. R.
A1 English → "P.S. -- The balance of your punishment has to do with what shall presently befall your wife -- that I shall leave to your imagination."
A1 English → As he finished reading, a slight sound behind him brought him back with a start to the world of present realities.
A1 English → Instantly his senses awoke, and he was again Tarzan of the Apes.
A1 English → As he wheeled about, it was a beast at bay, vibrant with the instinct of self-preservation, that faced a huge bull-ape that was already charging down upon him.
A1 English → The two years that had elapsed since Tarzan had come out of the savage forest with his rescued mate had witnessed slight diminution of the mighty powers that had made him the invincible lord of the jungle. His great estates in Uziri had claimed much of his time and attention, and there he had found ample field for the practical use and retention of his almost superhuman powers; but naked and unarmed to do battle with the shaggy, bull-necked beast that now confronted him was a test that the ape-man would scarce have welcomed at any period of his wild existence.
A1 English → But there was no alternative other than to meet the rage-maddened creature with the weapons with which nature had endowed him.
A1 English → Over the bull's shoulder Tarzan could see now the heads and shoulders of perhaps a dozen more of these mighty fore-runners of primitive man.
A1 English → He knew, however, that there was little chance that they would attack him, since it is not within the reasoning powers of the anthropoid to be able to weigh or appreciate the value of concentrated action against an enemy -- otherwise they would long since have become the dominant creatures of their haunts, so tremendous a power of destruction lies in their mighty thews and savage fangs.
A1 English → With a low snarl the beast now hurled himself at Tarzan, but the ape-man had found, among other things in the haunts of civilized man, certain methods of scientific warfare that are unknown to the jungle folk.
A1 English → Whereas, a few years since, he would have met the brute rush with brute force, he now sidestepped his antagonist's headlong charge, and as the brute hurtled past him swung a mighty right to the pit of the ape's stomach.
A1 English → With a howl of mingled rage and anguish the great anthropoid bent double and sank to the ground, though almost instantly he was again struggling to his feet.
A1 English → Before he could regain them, however, his white-skinned foe had wheeled and pounced upon him, and in the act there dropped from the shoulders of the English lord the last shred of his superficial mantle of civilization.
A1 English → Once again he was the jungle beast revelling in bloody conflict with his kind. Once again he was Tarzan, son of Kala the she-ape.
A1 English → His strong, white teeth sank into the hairy throat of his enemy as he sought the pulsing jugular.
A1 English → Powerful fingers held the mighty fangs from his own flesh, or clenched and beat with the power of a steam-hammer upon the snarling, foam-flecked face of his adversary.
A1 English → In a circle about them the balance of the tribe of apes stood watching and enjoying the struggle. They muttered low gutturals of approval as bits of white hide or hairy bloodstained skin were torn from one contestant or the other. But they were silent in amazement and expectation when they saw the mighty white ape wriggle upon the back of their king, and, with steel muscles tensed beneath the armpits of his antagonist, bear down mightily with his open palms upon the back of the thick bullneck, so that the king ape could but shriek in agony and flounder helplessly about upon the thick mat of jungle grass.
A1 English → As Tarzan had overcome the huge Terkoz that time years before when he had been about to set out upon his quest for human beings of his own kind and colour, so now he overcame this other great ape with the same wrestling hold upon which he had stumbled by accident during that other combat. The little audience of fierce anthropoids heard the creaking of their king's neck mingling with his agonized shrieks and hideous roaring.
A1 English → Then there came a sudden crack, like the breaking of a stout limb before the fury of the wind. The bullet-head crumpled forward upon its flaccid neck against the great hairy chest -- the roaring and the shrieking ceased.
A1 English → The little pig-eyes of the onlookers wandered from the still form of their leader to that of the white ape that was rising to its feet beside the vanquished, then back to their king as though in wonder that he did not arise and slay this presumptuous stranger.
A1 English → They saw the new-comer place a foot upon the neck of the quiet figure at his feet and, throwing back his head, give vent to the wild, uncanny challenge of the bull-ape that has made a kill. Then they knew that their king was dead.
A1 English → Across the jungle rolled the horrid notes of the victory cry. The little monkeys in the tree-tops ceased their chattering. The harsh-voiced, brilliant-plumed birds were still. From afar came the answering wail of a leopard and the deep roar of a lion.
A1 English → It was the old Tarzan who turned questioning eyes upon the little knot of apes before him. It was the old Tarzan who shook his head as though to toss back a heavy mane that had fallen before his face -- an old habit dating from the days that his great shock of thick, black hair had fallen about his shoulders, and often tumbled before his eyes when it had meant life or death to him to have his vision unobstructed.
A1 English → The ape-man knew that he might expect an immediate attack on the part of that particular surviving bull-ape who felt himself best fitted to contend for the kingship of the tribe. Among his own apes he knew that it was not unusual for an entire stranger to enter a community and, after having dispatched the king, assume the leadership of the tribe himself, together with the fallen monarch's mates.
A1 English → On the other hand, if he made no attempt to follow them, they might move slowly away from him, later to fight among themselves for the supremacy. That he could be king of them, if he so chose, he was confident; but he was not sure he cared to assume the sometimes irksome duties of that position, for he could see no particular advantage to be gained thereby.
A1 English → One of the younger apes, a huge, splendidly muscled brute, was edging threateningly closer to the ape-man. Through his bared fighting fangs there issued a low, sullen growl.
A1 English → Tarzan watched his every move, standing rigid as a statue. To have fallen back a step would have been to precipitate an immediate charge; to have rushed forward to meet the other might have had the same result, or it might have put the bellicose one to flight -- it all depended upon the young bull's stock of courage.
A1 English → To stand perfectly still, waiting, was the middle course. In this event the bull would, according to custom, approach quite close to the object of his attention, growling hideously and baring slavering fangs. Slowly he would circle about the other, as though with a chip upon his shoulder; and this he did, even as Tarzan had foreseen.
A1 English → It might be a bluff royal, or, on the other hand, so unstable is the mind of an ape, a passing impulse might hurl the hairy mass, tearing and rending, upon the man without an instant's warning.
A1 English → As the brute circled him Tarzan turned slowly, keeping his eyes ever upon the eyes of his antagonist. He had appraised the young bull as one who had never quite felt equal to the task of overthrowing his former king, but who one day would have done so. Tarzan saw that the beast was of wondrous proportions, standing over seven feet upon his short, bowed legs.
A1 English → His great, hairy arms reached almost to the ground even when he stood erect, and his fighting fangs, now quite close to Tarzan's face, were exceptionally long and sharp. Like the others of his tribe, he differed in several minor essentials from the apes of Tarzan's boyhood.
A1 English → At first the ape-man had experienced a thrill of hope at sight of the shaggy bodies of the anthropoids -- a hope that by some strange freak of fate he had been again returned to his own tribe; but a closer inspection had convinced him that these were another species.
A1 English → As the threatening bull continued his stiff and jerky circling of the ape-man, much after the manner that you have noted among dogs when a strange canine comes among them, it occurred to Tarzan to discover if the language of his own tribe was identical with that of this other family, and so he addressed the brute in the language of the tribe of Kerchak.
A1 English → "Who are you," he asked, "who threatens Tarzan of the Apes?"
A1 English → The hairy brute looked his surprise.
A1 English → "I am Akut," replied the other in the same simple, primal tongue which is so low in the scale of spoken languages that, as Tarzan had surmised, it was identical with that of the tribe in which the first twenty years of his life had been spent.
A1 English → "I am Akut," said the ape. "Molak is dead. I am king. Go away or I shall kill you!"
A1 English → "You saw how easily I killed Molak," replied Tarzan. "So I could kill you if I cared to be king. But Tarzan of the Apes would not be king of the tribe of Akut. All he wishes is to live in peace in this country. Let us be friends. Tarzan of the Apes can help you, and you can help Tarzan of the Apes."
A1 English → "You cannot kill Akut," replied the other. "None is so great as Akut. Had you not killed Molak, Akut would have done so, for Akut was ready to be king."
A1 English → For answer the ape-man hurled himself upon the great brute who during the conversation had slightly relaxed his vigilance.
A1 English → In the twinkling of an eye the man had seized the wrist of the great ape, and before the other could grapple with him had whirled him about and leaped upon his broad back.
A1 English → Down they went together, but so well had Tarzan's plan worked out that before ever they touched the ground he had gained the same hold upon Akut that had broken Molak's neck.
A1 English → Slowly he brought the pressure to bear, and then as in days gone by he had given Kerchak the chance to surrender and live, so now he gave to Akut -- in whom he saw a possible ally of great strength and resource -- the option of living in amity with him or dying as he had just seen his savage and heretofore invincible king die.
A1 English → "Ka-Goda?" whispered Tarzan to the ape beneath him.
A1 English → It was the same question that he had whispered to Kerchak, and in the language of the apes it means, broadly, "Do you surrender?"
A1 English → Akut thought of the creaking sound he had heard just before Molak's thick neck had snapped, and he shuddered.
A1 English → He hated to give up the kingship, though, so again he struggled to free himself; but a sudden torturing pressure upon his vertebra brought an agonized "ka-goda!" from his lips.
A1 English → Tarzan relaxed his grip a trifle.
A1 English → "You may still be king, Akut," he said. "Tarzan told you that he did not wish to be king. If any question your right, Tarzan of the Apes will help you in your battles."
A1 English → The ape-man rose, and Akut came slowly to his feet. Shaking his bullet head and growling angrily, he waddled toward his tribe, looking first at one and then at another of the larger bulls who might be expected to challenge his leadership.
A1 English → But none did so; instead, they drew away as he approached, and presently the whole pack moved off into the jungle, and Tarzan was left alone once more upon the beach.
A1 English → The ape-man was sore from the wounds that Molak had inflicted upon him, but he was inured to physical suffering and endured it with the calm and fortitude of the wild beasts that had taught him to lead the jungle life after the manner of all those that are born to it.
A1 English → His first need, he realized, was for weapons of offence and defence, for his encounter with the apes, and the distant notes of the savage voices of Numa the lion, and Sheeta, the panther, warned him that his was to be no life of indolent ease and security.
A1 English → It was but a return to the old existence of constant bloodshed and danger -- to the hunting and the being hunted. Grim beasts would stalk him, as they had stalked him in the past, and never would there be a moment, by savage day or by cruel night, that he might not have instant need of such crude weapons as he could fashion from the materials at hand.
A1 English → Upon the shore he found an out-cropping of brittle, igneous rock. By dint of much labour he managed to chip off a narrow sliver some twelve inches long by a quarter of an inch thick. One edge was quite thin for a few inches near the tip. It was the rudiment of a knife.
A1 English → With it he went into the jungle, searching until he found a fallen tree of a certain species of hardwood with which he was familiar. From this he cut a small straight branch, which he pointed at one end.
A1 English → Then he scooped a small, round hole in the surface of the prostrate trunk. Into this he crumbled a few bits of dry bark, minutely shredded, after which he inserted the tip of his pointed stick, and, sitting astride the bole of the tree, spun the slender rod rapidly between his palms.
A1 English → After a time a thin smoke rose from the little mass of tinder, and a moment later the whole broke into flame. Heaping some larger twigs and sticks upon the tiny fire, Tarzan soon had quite a respectable blaze roaring in the enlarging cavity of the dead tree.
A1 English → Into this he thrust the blade of his stone knife, and as it became superheated he would withdraw it, touching a spot near the thin edge with a drop of moisture. Beneath the wetted area a little flake of the glassy material would crack and scale away.
A1 English → Thus, very slowly, the ape-man commenced the tedious operation of putting a thin edge upon his primitive hunting-knife.
A1 English → He did not attempt to accomplish the feat all in one sitting. At first he was content to achieve a cutting edge of a couple of inches, with which he cut a long, pliable bow, a handle for his knife, a stout cudgel, and a goodly supply of arrows.
A1 English → These he cached in a tall tree beside a little stream, and here also he constructed a platform with a roof of palm-leaves above it.
A1 English → When all these things had been finished it was growing dusk, and Tarzan felt a strong desire to eat.
A1 English → He had noted during the brief incursion he had made into the forest that a short distance up-stream from his tree there was a much-used watering place, where, from the trampled mud of either bank, it was evident beasts of all sorts and in great numbers came to drink. To this spot the hungry ape-man made his silent way.
A1 English → Through the upper terrace of the tree-tops he swung with the grace and ease of a monkey. But for the heavy burden upon his heart he would have been happy in this return to the old free life of his boyhood.
A1 English → Yet even with that burden he fell into the little habits and manners of his early life that were in reality more a part of him than the thin veneer of civilization that the past three years of his association with the white men of the outer world had spread lightly over him -- a veneer that only hid the crudities of the beast that Tarzan of the Apes had been.
A1 English → Could his fellow-peers of the House of Lords have seen him then they would have held up their noble hands in holy horror.
A1 English → Silently he crouched in the lower branches of a great forest giant that overhung the trail, his keen eyes and sensitive ears strained into the distant jungle, from which he knew his dinner would presently emerge.
A1 English → Nor had he long to wait.
A1 English → Scarce had he settled himself to a comfortable position, his lithe, muscular legs drawn well up beneath him as the panther draws his hindquarters in preparation for the spring, than Bara, the deer, came daintily down to drink.
A1 English → But more than Bara was coming. Behind the graceful buck came another which the deer could neither see nor scent, but whose movements were apparent to Tarzan of the Apes because of the elevated position of the ape-man's ambush.
A1 English → He knew not yet exactly the nature of the thing that moved so stealthily through the jungle a few hundred yards behind the deer; but he was convinced that it was some great beast of prey stalking Bara for the selfsame purpose as that which prompted him to await the fleet animal. Numa, perhaps, or Sheeta, the panther.
A1 English → In any event, Tarzan could see his repast slipping from his grasp unless Bara moved more rapidly toward the ford than at present.
A1 English → Even as these thoughts passed through his mind some noise of the stalker in his rear must have come to the buck, for with a sudden start he paused for an instant, trembling, in his tracks, and then with a swift bound dashed straight for the river and Tarzan. It was his intention to flee through the shallow ford and escape upon the opposite side of the river.
A1 English → Not a hundred yards behind him came Numa.
A1 English → Tarzan could see him quite plainly now. Below the ape-man Bara was about to pass. Could he do it? But even as he asked himself the question the hungry man launched himself from his perch full upon the back of the startled buck.
A1 English → In another instant Numa would be upon them both, so if the ape-man were to dine that night, or ever again, he must act quickly.
A1 English → Scarcely had he touched the sleek hide of the deer with a momentum that sent the animal to its knees than he had grasped a horn in either hand, and with a single quick wrench twisted the animal's neck completely round, until he felt the vertebrae snap beneath his grip.
A1 English → The lion was roaring in rage close behind him as he swung the deer across his shoulder, and, grasping a foreleg between his strong teeth, leaped for the nearest of the lower branches that swung above his head.
A1 English → With both hands he grasped the limb, and, at the instant that Numa sprang, drew himself and his prey out of reach of the animal's cruel talons.
A1 English → There was a thud below him as the baffled cat fell back to earth, and then Tarzan of the Apes, drawing his dinner farther up to the safety of a higher limb, looked down with grinning face into the gleaming yellow eyes of the other wild beast that glared up at him from beneath, and with taunting insults flaunted the tender carcass of his kill in the face of him whom he had cheated of it.
A1 English → With his crude stone knife he cut a juicy steak from the hindquarters, and while the great lion paced, growling, back and forth below him, Lord Greystoke filled his savage belly, nor ever in the choicest of his exclusive London clubs had a meal tasted more palatable.
A1 English → The warm blood of his kill smeared his hands and face and filled his nostrils with the scent that the savage carnivora love best.
A1 English → And when he had finished he left the balance of the carcass in a high fork of the tree where he had dined, and with Numa trailing below him, still keen for revenge, he made his way back to his tree-top shelter, where he slept until the sun was high the following morning.
Original English C1
A1 English → Chapter 4. Sheeta
A1 English → The next few days were occupied by Tarzan in completing his weapons and exploring the jungle. He strung his bow with tendons from the buck upon which he had dined his first evening upon the new shore, and though he would have preferred the gut of Sheeta for the purpose, he was content to wait until opportunity permitted him to kill one of the great cats.
A1 English → He also braided a long grass rope -- such a rope as he had used so many years before to tantalize the ill-natured Tublat, and which later had developed into a wondrous effective weapon in the practised hands of the little ape-boy.
A1 English → A sheath and handle for his hunting-knife he fashioned, and a quiver for arrows, and from the hide of Bara a belt and loin-cloth. Then he set out to learn something of the strange land in which he found himself. That it was not his old familiar west coast of the African continent he knew from the fact that it faced east -- the rising sun came up out of the sea before the threshold of the jungle.
A1 English → But that it was not the east coast of Africa he was equally positive, for he felt satisfied that the Kincaid had not passed through the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal, and the Red Sea, nor had she had time to round the Cape of Good Hope. So he was quite at a loss to know where he might be.
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ached
English A1
Felt a lasting pain. A heart that aches can mean strong sadness.
/eɪkt/
Example: Her mother’s heart ached, as if her first child had been taken from her.
A1 English: #47
Original English: #47
admirer
English A1
Someone who likes or respects a person very much, sometimes with romantic feelings.
/ədˈmaɪərər/
Example: “Your devoted admirer,” replied the Russian, with a low bow.
A1 English: #100
Original English: #100
akut
English A1
The name of an ape who becomes Tarzan's friend.
/əˈkuːt/
Example: "I am Akut," the other replied.
A1 English: #203 · #204 · #205 · #206 · #209 · #210 · #213 · #216
Original English: #203 · #204 · #205 · #206 · #209 · #210 · #213 · #216
angrily
English A1
In an angry way.
/ˈæŋɡrɪli/
Example: He shook his big head and growled angrily.
A1 English: #217
Original English: #217
anklets
English A1
Metal rings worn around the ankle, just above the foot.
/ˈæŋklɪts/
Example: He will wear a loin-cloth and copper anklets.
A1 English: #164
Original English: #164
ape
English A1
Large animals like monkeys but with no tails, such as gorillas.
/eɪps/
Example: John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, was once “Tarzan of the Apes.” He sat in silence in the flat of his friend, Lieutenant Paul D’Arnot, in Paris. He looked thoughtfully at the toe of his clean boot.
A1 English: #5 · #6 · #38 · #47 · #55 · #66 · #70 · #123
Original English: #5 · #6 · #8 · #38 · #47 · #55 · #66 · #70
ape
English A1
An animal like a monkey but without a tail.
/eɪp/
Example: He thought about many old memories. Rokoff had escaped from the French military prison. He had been sent there for life because of the ape-man’s testimony.
A1 English: #6 · #38 · #47 · #55 · #66 · #70 · #123 · #138
Original English: #6 · #8 · #38 · #47 · #55 · #66 · #70 · #123
apron
English A1
Cloth you wear over the front of your clothes to keep them clean.
/ˈeɪprən/
Example: It was tied to the dirty cord of his apron.
A1 English: #106
Original English: #106
babyhood
English A1
The time when a person is a baby.
/ˈbeɪbihʊd/
Example: For more than twenty years, from babyhood to manhood, the ape-man had roamed the wild jungle.
A1 English: #70
bales
English A1
Large bundles of things tied tightly together, such as hay.
/beɪlz/
Example: High piles of bales, boxes, and barrels cast deep shadows.
A1 English: #55
Original English: #55
Bara
English A1
The name used for a deer in the Tarzan stories.
/ˈbɑːrə/
Example: Then Bara, the deer, came gently down to drink.
A1 English: #237 · #238 · #239 · #240 · #243 · #255
Original English: #237 · #238 · #239 · #240 · #243 · #255
bared
English A1
Uncovered or showed something. Bared teeth are teeth shown by pulling back the lips.
/bɛrd/
Example: Through his bared fighting fangs came a low, angry growl.
A1 English: #193
Original English: #193
barmaid
English A1
A woman who serves drinks in a pub or bar.
/ˈbɑːrmeɪd/
Example: She walked quickly to the messy barmaid.
A1 English: #79
Original English: #79
bearded
English A1
With hair growing on the chin and cheeks.
/ˈbɪrdɪd/
Example: Lady Greystoke turned to look into the leering, bearded face close to hers.
A1 English: #98
Original English: #12 · #98 · #150
bloodshot
English A1
With red eyes because small lines of blood are showing more than usual.
/ˈblʌdʃɑːt/
Example: From the jungle behind him, fierce bloodshot eyes stared at him.
A1 English: #152
Original English: #152
bloomin
English A1
A mild swear word used to make the speaker's words stronger. Here, 'bloomin'' does not mean producing flowers.
/ˈbluːmɪn/
Example: “I might as well have got the whole bloomin’ lot.”
A1 English: #91
Original English: #91
braided
English A1
Wove several long pieces together. Here he makes a rope from grass.
/ˈbreɪdɪd/
Example: He also braided a long grass rope.
A1 English: #254
Original English: #254
bravely
English A1
In a brave way, even when something is dangerous or frightening.
/ˈbreɪvli/
Example: Then, as if she had found the place she wanted, she walked bravely into the vile den.
A1 English: #78
Original English: #78
brightly
English A1
Giving a lot of light.
/ˈbraɪtli/
Example: The loud, brightly coloured birds went silent.
A1 English: #189
brittle
English A1
hard but easily broken, cracked, or crumbled
/ˈbrɪtəl/
Example: On the shore, he found a rock formation of brittle, volcanic stone.
A1 English: #222
Original English: #222
brows
English A1
The eyebrows or the part of the face just above the eyes.
/braʊz/
Example: They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
A1 English: #152
Original English: #152
brute
English A1
An animal, or a very rough and cruel person.
/bruːt/
Example: A few years earlier, he would have met the rush with brute force.
A1 English: #178 · #193 · #197 · #200 · #202 · #207
Original English: #178 · #193 · #197 · #200 · #202 · #207
captor
English A1
A person who catches someone and keeps them as a prisoner.
/ˈkæptər/
Example: She shrank away from her captor.
A1 English: #98
Original English: #98
chattered
English A1
Talked quickly, or made many short, quick sounds.
/ˈtʃætərd/
Example: Little monkeys in the treetops chattered and scolded.
A1 English: #153
Original English: #153
chattering
English A1
Talking quickly or making quick, repeated sounds.
/ˈtʃætərɪŋ/
Example: The little monkeys in the treetops stopped chattering.
A1 English: #189
Original English: #189
chauffeur
English A1
A person employed to drive someone else's car.
/ʃoʊˈfɜːr/
Example: She called her maid and chauffeur and gave quick orders.
A1 English: #52
Original English: #30 · #52
cheque
English A1
A written paper telling a bank to pay someone money from your account.
/tʃek/
Example: He came to ask for a personal cheque.
A1 English: #113 · #115 · #120 · #129 · #132 · #134 · #135 · #138
Original English: #113 · #115 · #120 · #129 · #132 · #134 · #135 · #138
chipped
English A1
To break or cut a small piece off the edge or surface of something.
/tʃɪpt/
Example: With great effort, he chipped off a thin piece.
A1 English: #222
circled
English A1
Moved around something in a circle.
/ˈsɜːrkəld/
Example: As the brute circled him, Tarzan turned slowly.
A1 English: #197
Original English: #197
circling
English A1
Moving around something in a circle.
/ˈsɜːrklɪŋ/
Example: As the threatening bull kept circling in a stiff, jerky way, Tarzan thought of something.
A1 English: #200
Original English: #200
clapped
English A1
To put a hand suddenly and firmly onto something.
/klæpt/
Example: Then the man clapped a rough hand over her mouth.
A1 English: #96
Original English: #96
clenched
English A1
Closed the teeth or hands very tightly.
/klɛntʃt/
Example: Then they clenched and beat on the snarling, foam-covered face of his enemy.
A1 English: #183
Original English: #183
creak
English A1
A long, thin noise made when something moves, such as an old door.
/kriːk/
Example: The small audience of fierce apes heard their king’s neck creak.
A1 English: #185
creaking
English A1
Making a long, thin noise under movement or pressure.
/ˈkriːkɪŋ/
Example: Akut remembered the creaking sound he had heard just before Molak’s thick neck snapped.
A1 English: #213
Original English: #185 · #213
crouched
English A1
Bent the knees and moved the body down close to the ground.
/kraʊtʃt/
Example: He crouched quietly in the low branches of a great tree.
A1 English: #235
Original English: #235
depended
English A1
Was decided or affected by something else. If success depends on something, that thing is needed for success.
/dɪˈpɛndɪd/
Example: It all depended on how much courage the young bull had.
A1 English: #194
Original English: #194
dripping
English A1
Letting drops of liquid fall from something.
/ˈdrɪpɪŋ/
Example: He would growl loudly and show his dripping fangs.
A1 English: #195
eerie
English A1
Strange and a little frightening, often in a quiet way.
/ˈɪri/
Example: He gave the wild, eerie cry of a bull-ape that has made a kill.
A1 English: #188
Englishman
English A1
A man from England.
/ˈɪŋɡlɪʃmən/
Example: She knew that the Russian hated the Englishman very much.
A1 English: #109 · #146
Original English: #109 · #146
fangs
English A1
Long, sharp teeth that some animals use to bite.
/fæŋz/
Example: Strong fingers held the great fangs away from his own flesh.
A1 English: #183 · #193 · #195 · #198
Original English: #176 · #183 · #193 · #195 · #198
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flake
English A1
A small, thin piece that breaks away from a larger surface.
/fleɪk/
Example: Under the wet spot, a small flake of the glassy stone cracked and fell away.
A1 English: #226
Original English: #226
frantic
English A1
So worried or excited that you cannot stay calm.
/ˈfræntɪk/
Example: Her eyes were dry, but she looked almost frantic.
A1 English: #23
Original English: #23
Frenchman
English A1
A man from France.
/ˈfrɛntʃmən/
Example: The Frenchman took the telegram and read:
A1 English: #21
Original English: #21
funnel
English A1
The tall chimney on a steamship. Smoke from the engine comes out through it.
/ˈfʌnl/
Example: The black smoke from her funnel did not worry Tarzan.
A1 English: #62 · #65
Original English: #62 · #65
glared
English A1
Looked angrily at someone, or shone very brightly.
/ɡlɛrd/
Example: They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
A1 English: #152 · #248
Original English: #152 · #248
glassy
English A1
Smooth and shiny like glass, made of glass, or looking dull and without focus when used about eyes.
/ˈɡlæsi/
Example: Under the wet spot, a small flake of the glassy stone cracked and fell away.
A1 English: #226
Original English: #226
goda
English A1
Part of 'Ka-goda?', a word in the story's ape language asking an opponent to give up or ask for mercy.
/ˈɡoʊdə/
Example: "Ka-Goda?" Tarzan whispered to the ape beneath him.
A1 English: #211 · #214
Original English: #211 · #214
graceful
English A1
Moving in a smooth, beautiful way, or having a beautiful shape.
/ˈɡreɪsfəl/
Example: Behind the graceful deer came another animal.
A1 English: #238
Original English: #238
Greystoke
English A1
A title used by the Clayton family. Tarzan's father is Lord Greystoke, and Tarzan later has the right to this title.
/ˈɡreɪstoʊk/
Example: John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, was once “Tarzan of the Apes.” He sat in silence in the flat of his friend, Lieutenant Paul D’Arnot, in Paris.
A1 English: #5 · #17 · #26 · #31 · #32 · #33 · #35 · #56
Original English: #5 · #17 · #26 · #31 · #32 · #33 · #35 · #56
grinning
English A1
Smiling widely, showing the teeth.
/ˈɡrɪnɪŋ/
Example: He looked down with a grinning face.
A1 English: #248
Original English: #248
growl
English A1
To make a low, angry sound, like a dog.
/ɡraʊl/
Example: Through his bared fighting fangs came a low, angry growl.
A1 English: #193 · #195
Original English: #193
growled
English A1
To make a low, angry sound.
/ɡraʊld/
Example: He shook his big head and growled angrily.
A1 English: #217
growling
English A1
Making low, angry sounds, like a dog.
/ˈɡraʊlɪŋ/
Example: The great lion paced below, growling, back and forth.
A1 English: #249
Original English: #195 · #217 · #249
hardwood
English A1
Strong, hard wood used for making things.
/ˈhɑːrdwʊd/
Example: He searched until he found a fallen tree of a hardwood he knew well.
A1 English: #223
Original English: #223
helplessly
English A1
Without being able to stop what is happening or do anything useful.
/ˈhɛlpləsli/
Example: He struggled helplessly on the thick jungle grass.
A1 English: #184
Original English: #184
hesitated
English A1
Waited before doing something because of doubt or fear.
/ˈhɛzɪteɪtɪd/
Example: Tarzan deliberately hesitated and argued about the amount.
A1 English: #138
Original English: #138
howl
English A1
A long, loud cry, like the sound of a wolf or dog.
/haʊl/
Example: With a howl of rage and pain, the great ape bent double and fell to the ground.
A1 English: #179
Original English: #179
hurried
English A1
To move or go quickly.
/ˈhɜːrid/
Example: He hurried to Dover.
A1 English: #45 · #53 · #63 · #77 · #93
Original English: #77 · #93
jerky
English A1
Moving with sudden, short stops and starts.
/ˈdʒɜːrki/
Example: As the threatening bull kept circling in a stiff, jerky way, Tarzan thought of something.
A1 English: #200
Original English: #200
Kala
English A1
A female ape who cared for Tarzan as his mother.
/ˈkɑːlə/
Example: Once again he was Tarzan, son of Kala the she-ape.
A1 English: #181
Original English: #181
Kincaid
English A1
The name of a ship in the story.
/kɪnˈkeɪd/
Example: When we meet again on the deck of the Kincaid, let us hope we have two honoured guests with us.
A1 English: #13 · #59 · #65 · #69 · #86 · #89 · #92 · #104
Original English: #13 · #59 · #65 · #69 · #86 · #89 · #92 · #103
latch
English A1
A small bar that keeps a door or gate closed.
/lætʃ/
Example: She stopped at each door to listen and quietly tried each latch.
A1 English: #93
Original English: #93
leaped
English A1
Jumped high or a long way.
/liːpt/
Example: Then he leaped away fast, straight toward the river and Tarzan.
A1 English: #241 · #247
Original English: #23 · #30 · #208 · #246
leering
English A1
Looking at someone in an unpleasant way that may suggest unwanted sexual interest.
/ˈlɪrɪŋ/
Example: Lady Greystoke turned to look into the leering, bearded face close to hers.
A1 English: #98
Original English: #98
limp
English A1
Loose and without strength or firmness.
/lɪmp/
Example: The big head fell forward on its limp neck.
A1 English: #186
loin
English A1
The part of the body between the lower back and hips. A loin-cloth is a piece of cloth worn around the hips to cover the private parts.
/lɔɪn/
Example: He will wear a loin-cloth and copper anklets.
A1 English: #164 · #255
Original English: #164 · #255
loosened
English A1
Made something less firmly held. Here the sudden movement made the baby lose its hold.
/ˈluːsənd/
Example: The man loosened his fingers on her lips.
A1 English: #98 · #215
mane
English A1
The long hair around a lion's neck or along a horse's neck.
/meɪn/
Example: He did this as if to throw back a heavy mane of hair that had fallen over his face.
A1 English: #190
Original English: #190
manhood
English A1
The time or state of being an adult man.
/ˈmænhʊd/
Example: For more than twenty years, from babyhood to manhood, the ape-man had roamed the wild jungle.
A1 English: #70
Original English: #70
moan
English A1
A long, low sound made because of pain, fear or unhappiness.
/moʊn/
Example: She recognized him with a small moan of terror.
A1 English: #98
Original English: #98
mocked
English A1
Made fun of someone in an unkind way.
/mɑːkt/
Example: Tarzan mocked him with insults.
A1 English: #248
Molak
English A1
The name of an ape who was king before Akut in the story.
/ˈmoʊlæk/
Example: "Molak is dead.
A1 English: #204 · #205 · #206 · #209 · #210 · #213 · #219
Original English: #204 · #205 · #206 · #209 · #213 · #219
moustache
English A1
Hair growing above a man's upper lip.
/ˈmʌstæʃ/
Example: The man was tall and thin, with a long yellow moustache.
A1 English: #105
Original English: #105
muffled
English A1
With the sound covered and unclear. In 'muffled up', a person is wrapped in warm clothes.
/ˈmʌfəld/
Example: As he walked into the bad-smelling room, a muffled figure hurried past him toward the street.
A1 English: #53
Original English: #53
necked
English A1
With a certain kind of neck. 'Long-necked' means having a long neck.
/nekt/
Example: He had to fight the shaggy, thick-necked beast in front of him.
A1 English: #173
Original English: #173
newcomer
English A1
A person who has just arrived in a place or joined a group.
/ˈnuːkʌmər/
Example: They saw the newcomer place his foot on the neck of the still figure.
A1 English: #188
Nikolas
English A1
The first name of Nikolas Rokoff, Tarzan's enemy.
/ˈnɪkəlɑːs/
Example: All anyone knows is that Nikolas Rokoff has escaped.”
A1 English: #4 · #33 · #99 · #101 · #103 · #120
Original English: #4 · #33 · #99 · #101 · #103 · #120
nodded
English A1
Moved the head up and down to say yes or hello.
/ˈnɑːdɪd/
Example: Tarzan nodded.
A1 English: #60
Original English: #60
numa
English A1
The name for a male lion in the language used by the apes in the Tarzan stories.
/ˈnuːmə/
Example: The distant roars of Numa the lion and the cries of Sheeta the panther warned him.
A1 English: #220 · #239 · #242 · #244 · #247 · #251
Original English: #220 · #239 · #242 · #244 · #247 · #251
overhanging
English A1
Sticking out above something. Here, thick eyebrows project above the eyes.
/ˌɑʊvərhæŋɪŋ/
Example: They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
A1 English: #152
Original English: #152
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parted
English A1
Left each other and went different ways.
/ˈpɑːrtɪd/
Example: So they parted.
A1 English: #45
Original English: #45
patiently
English A1
Calmly, without becoming angry while you wait.
/ˈpeɪʃəntli/
Example: He waited patiently to see what would happen next.
A1 English: #71
Original English: #71
perch
English A1
A raised place, such as a bar or branch, where a bird sits.
/pɜːrtʃ/
Example: Before he could answer his own question, the hungry man jumped from his perch.
A1 English: #243
Original English: #243
planks
English A1
Long, flat pieces of wood used in floors, walls and other structures.
/plæŋks/
Example: He tested the heavy planks that made its walls.
A1 English: #71
propeller
English A1
A set of blades that turns to push a ship through water or an aircraft through air.
/prəˈpelər/
Example: He heard the propeller turning.
A1 English: #72 · #95
Original English: #72 · #95
propellers
English A1
Sets of turning blades that push a ship through water.
/prəˈpelərz/
Example: A moment later the waiter heard the propellers turning.
A1 English: #89
Original English: #89
pulsing
English A1
Beating or moving with a regular rhythm, like a heart.
/ˈpʊlsɪŋ/
Example: He was searching for the pulsing vein.
A1 English: #182
Original English: #182
purty
English A1
More beautiful or nicer to look at.
/ˈpɜːr.ti/
Example: "Ay tank it blow purty soon purty hard." After several tries, Tarzan stopped asking.
A1 English: #111
Original English: #111
quiver
English A1
A case used to carry arrows.
/ˈkwɪvər/
Example: He also made a quiver for arrows.
A1 English: #255
Original English: #255
revolvers
English A1
Small guns held in one hand, with a turning part that holds several bullets.
/rɪˈvɑːlvərz/
Example: They had rifles and revolvers.
A1 English: #123
Original English: #123
richly
English A1
With a lot of something, or giving a lot.
/ˈrɪtʃli/
Example: They were not used to seeing a richly dressed woman there.
A1 English: #79
Original English: #79
roamed
English A1
Moved around a wide area without staying in one place.
/roʊmd/
Example: For more than twenty years, from babyhood to manhood, the ape-man had roamed the wild jungle.
A1 English: #70
Original English: #70
roars
English A1
Loud, deep cries, like those made by a lion.
/rɔːrz/
Example: It mixed with his painful shrieks and terrible roars.
A1 English: #185 · #220
Rokoff
English A1
The family name of Nikolas Rokoff, a dangerous enemy of Tarzan.
/roʊˈkɒf/
Example: All anyone knows is that Nikolas Rokoff has escaped.”
A1 English: #4 · #6 · #7 · #10 · #33 · #49 · #99 · #101
Original English: #4 · #7 · #10 · #33 · #49 · #99 · #101 · #102
rowed
English A1
Moved a boat with long wooden poles with wide ends. You pull them through the water.
/roʊd/
Example: Paulvitch rowed fast toward the steamer.
A1 English: #62 · #147
Original English: #147
rugs
English A1
Thick pieces of cloth for a floor or to cover yourself and keep warm.
/rʌɡz/
Example: For ten minutes after the ape-man left, Jane Clayton walked back and forth across the silk rugs of the library.
A1 English: #47
Original English: #47
scolded
English A1
To speak angrily to someone because you think they did something wrong.
/ˈskoʊldɪd/
Example: Little monkeys in the treetops chattered and scolded.
A1 English: #153
Original English: #153
shaggy
English A1
With long, thick hair that is not neat.
/ˈʃæɡi/
Example: They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
A1 English: #152 · #173 · #199
Original English: #152 · #173 · #199
sharpened
English A1
Made the edge of a tool cut better.
/ˈʃɑːrpənd/
Example: He sharpened one end to a point.
A1 English: #223
sheath
English A1
A cover that holds the sharp blade of a knife or sword.
/ʃiːθ/
Example: He made a sheath and handle for his hunting knife.
A1 English: #255
Original English: #255
Sheeta
English A1
A name used for a leopard or panther in the story's ape language.
/ˈʃiːtə/
Example: The distant roars of Numa the lion and the cries of Sheeta the panther warned him.
A1 English: #220 · #239 · #253
Original English: #220 · #239 · #253
shivered
English A1
Shook a little because of cold, fear or a bad feeling.
/ˈʃɪvərd/
Example: He shivered.
A1 English: #213
shone
English A1
Gave out or reflected light.
/ʃoʊn/
Example: She wanted to tell him not to turn the carriage so the sun shone in the baby’s eyes.
A1 English: #27
shrank
English A1
Moved back because of fear or discomfort.
/ʃræŋk/
Example: She shrank away from her captor.
A1 English: #98
Original English: #98
shredded
English A1
Torn or cut into very small, thin pieces.
/ˈʃredɪd/
Example: He had shredded the bark very finely.
A1 English: #224
Original English: #224
shriek
English A1
A loud, high cry or scream, or to make such a cry.
/ʃriːk/
Example: The king ape could only shriek in pain.
A1 English: #184
Original English: #29 · #90 · #184
shrieking
English A1
Making loud, high cries.
ʃrikɪŋ
Example: The roaring and shrieking stopped.
A1 English: #186
Original English: #186
shrieks
English A1
Loud, high cries or screams.
/ʃriːks/
Example: It mixed with his painful shrieks and terrible roars.
A1 English: #185
Original English: #185
shrill
English A1
Very high and sharp in sound.
/ʃrɪl/
Example: Clear and shrill from the deck above him came the scream of a frightened woman.
A1 English: #75
Original English: #75
skimming
English A1
To move quickly and lightly over a surface.
/ˈskɪmɪŋ/
Example: The two were soon skimming over the water.
A1 English: #87
snarl
English A1
A low, angry sound made while showing the teeth.
/snɑːrl/
Example: "You will give me the cheque I ask," he said with an angry snarl.
A1 English: #115 · #177
Original English: #115 · #177
snarling
English A1
Making a low, angry sound and showing the teeth.
/ˈsnɑːrlɪŋ/
Example: Then they clenched and beat on the snarling, foam-covered face of his enemy.
A1 English: #183
Original English: #183
sorrows
English A1
Deep feelings of sadness, or the things that make you sad.
/ˈsɑːroʊz/
Example: In the most important years of his life, he had learned to take his pleasures and sorrows as the beasts do.
A1 English: #70
Original English: #70
spelt
English A1
To write or say the letters of a word in the correct order. 'Spelt' is a past form of 'spell'.
/spelt/
Example: His last name was spelt with a double “s.”
A1 English: #104
Original English: #104
stalk
English A1
To follow someone or something quietly and carefully before attacking or catching them.
/stɔːk/
Example: Fierce beasts would stalk him, as they had in the past.
A1 English: #221
Original English: #221
startled
English A1
Suddenly surprised or afraid.
/ˈstɑːrtəld/
Example: He landed right on the back of the startled deer.
A1 English: #243
Original English: #243
stew
English A1
Meat or vegetables cooked slowly together in liquid.
/stuː/
Example: When he put one dirty thumb deep into the warm stew, the girl lost her appetite.
A1 English: #105
Original English: #105
strung
English A1
Fitted a strong cord onto a bow so it could be used to shoot arrows.
/strʌŋ/
Example: He strung his bow with tendons from the deer he had eaten on his first evening on the new shore.
A1 English: #253
Original English: #253
stubbornness
English A1
Refusing to change your mind or do what someone wants.
/ˈstʌbərnnəs/
Example: Your stubbornness makes the baby suffer.
A1 English: #117
Original English: #117
stuffy
English A1
Without enough fresh air, and unpleasantly warm.
/ˈstʌfi/
Example: He pulled her into the stuffy, bad-smelling room.
A1 English: #95
Original English: #95
A1 Glossary
Glossary index
Suez
English A1
In 'Suez Canal', a long waterway in Egypt that joins the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea. Ships travel through it.
/suːˈɛz/
Example: The Kincaid could not have passed through the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal, and the Red Sea.
A1 English: #256
Original English: #256
superhuman
English A1
Greater than the strength or ability of an ordinary human.
/ˌsuːpərˈhjuːmən/
Example: There he used his almost superhuman powers.
A1 English: #173
Original English: #173
Sven
English A1
A Scandinavian man's first name. Here, Sven Anderssen is the ship's cook.
/svɛn/
Example: His name was Sven Anderssen.
A1 English: #104
Original English: #104
swede
English A1
A person from Sweden.
/swiːd/
Example: During this time, her only visitor was a rude Swede.
A1 English: #104 · #111
Original English: #104 · #111
swung
English A1
Moved smoothly back and forth or from side to side.
/swʌŋ/
Example: The ape-man swung down into the darkness below.
A1 English: #66 · #178 · #232 · #246
Original English: #66 · #123 · #178 · #232 · #246
Tarzan
English A1
The hero of Edgar Rice Burroughs's stories. Apes raise him in the jungle. His human name is John Clayton, Lord Greystoke.
/ˈtɑːrzæn/
Example: John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, was once “Tarzan of the Apes.” He sat in silence in the flat of his friend, Lieutenant Paul D’Arnot, in Paris.
A1 English: #5 · #8 · #18 · #19 · #23 · #34 · #40 · #45
Original English: #5 · #8 · #18 · #19 · #23 · #34 · #40 · #45
taxicab
English A1
a car that carries passengers for payment
/ˈtæksiˌkæb/
Example: A closed taxicab stopped at the corner of the street.
A1 English: #25 · #28 · #29 · #30 · #31
Original English: #25 · #28 · #29 · #30 · #31
tendons
English A1
Strong bands inside the body that join muscles to bones.
/ˈtɛndənz/
Example: He strung his bow with tendons from the deer he had eaten on his first evening on the new shore.
A1 English: #253
Original English: #253
Terkoz
English A1
An ape in Tarzan's group. He is Tublat's son and tries to take Tarzan's place as leader.
/ˈtɜːrkɒz/
Example: Years before, Tarzan had overcome the huge Terkoz with this same wrestling hold.
A1 English: #185
Original English: #185
thoughtfully
English A1
In a quiet way, while thinking carefully.
/ˈθɔːtfəli/
Example: He looked thoughtfully at the toe of his clean boot.
A1 English: #5
thud
English A1
A low sound made when something heavy hits a surface.
/θʌd/
Example: The lion fell back to the ground with a thud.
A1 English: #248
Original English: #248
ticking
English A1
Making regular small sounds like a clock as time passes.
/ˈtɪkɪŋ/
Example: She looked at the big clock ticking in the corner of the library.
A1 English: #50
Original English: #50
trampled
English A1
Crushed or marked by many feet walking on it.
/ˈtræmpəld/
Example: The mud on both banks was trampled.
A1 English: #231
Original English: #231
treachery
English A1
Secretly breaking someone's trust, often to hurt or trick them.
/ˈtrɛtʃəri/
Example: If he had guessed that his guide was Alexis Paulvitch, he would have known that treachery filled the man’s heart.
A1 English: #58
Original English: #58
treetops
English A1
The highest part of a tree, with its top branches.
/ˈtriːtɑːps/
Example: Little monkeys in the treetops chattered and scolded.
A1 English: #153 · #189
trembled
English A1
Shook because of fear, cold or another strong feeling.
/ˈtrɛmbəld/
Example: He stopped suddenly and trembled.
A1 English: #241
tricked
English A1
Made someone believe something that was not true.
/trɪkt/
Example: At once he knew he had been tricked.
A1 English: #67 · #108
Tublat
English A1
A male ape in the story. Kala is one of his mates. His name means 'broken nose'.
/ˈtʌblæt/
Example: He had used a rope like this many years before, to tease the bad-tempered Tublat.
A1 English: #254
Original English: #254
twigs
English A1
Small, thin branches of a tree or bush.
/twɪɡz/
Example: Tarzan added larger twigs and sticks to the tiny fire.
A1 English: #225
Original English: #225
unchanging
English A1
Always staying the same.
/ʌnˈtʃeɪndʒɪŋ/
Example: This is the unchanging law of evolution.
A1 English: #163
unfolded
English A1
Opened something that had been folded.
/ʌnˈfoʊldɪd/
Example: Slowly, Tarzan unfolded the note the sailor had pushed into his hand.
A1 English: #161
Original English: #161
unguarded
English A1
With no one watching or protecting someone or something.
/ʌnˈɡɑːrdɪd/
Example: “He is unguarded now,” the Russian went on.
A1 English: #59
Original English: #59
Uziri
English A1
The name of the land where Tarzan and the Waziri people live.
/uːˈziːri/
Example: They wanted to escape the rain and danger of the rainy season on their large estate in Uziri.
A1 English: #8 · #173
Original English: #8 · #173
veiled
English A1
With the face or head hidden behind a thin cloth.
/veɪld/
Example: As Tarzan and his guide disappeared into the shadows on the dark wharf, a heavily veiled woman hurried down the narrow alley.
A1 English: #77
Original English: #77
Waziri
English A1
The name of a chief and his people in the Tarzan stories. Their fighters become Tarzan's friends and followers.
/wɑːˈzɪri/
Example: Uziri is the land of the fierce Waziri warriors.
A1 English: #8
Original English: #8
wharf
English A1
A flat place beside the water where ships stop to load or unload people and goods.
/wɔːrf/
Example: Outside, the man led the way into the dark, near a wharf.
A1 English: #55 · #62 · #77 · #79 · #81 · #83 · #87
Original English: #55 · #62 · #77 · #79 · #81 · #83 · #87
whispered
English A1
To speak very quietly so that other people cannot easily hear.
/ˈwɪspərd/
Example: “Come, my lord!” whispered the stranger.
A1 English: #54 · #84 · #211 · #212
Original English: #54 · #84 · #211 · #212
wriggled
English A1
To move by twisting your body from side to side.
/ˈrɪɡəld/
Example: Then the mighty white ape wriggled onto the back of their king.
A1 English: #184
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A1 Culture Notes
Glossary index
Anderssen
English A1
The family name of Sven Anderssen, the cook on the Kincaid.
/ˈændərsən/
Example: His name was Sven Anderssen.
A1 English: #104
Original English: #104
D'Arnot
English A1
The family name of Paul D'Arnot, a French navy officer and Tarzan's friend.
/dɑːrˈnoʊ/
Example: “The whole affair is a mystery,” said D’Arnot.
A1 English: #4 · #5 · #16 · #20
Original English: #4 · #5 · #16 · #20
Houseman
English A1
A man employed to work in a private house. Here it means a servant.
/ˈhaʊsmən/
Example: Soon the new houseman, Carl, came running from the Greystoke house.
A1 English: #26
Original English: #26
Kerchak
English A1
The name of the powerful leader of Tarzan's ape group. He first sees the human child as an enemy.
/ˈkɜːrtʃæk/
Example: So Tarzan spoke to the brute in the language of the tribe of Kerchak.
A1 English: #200 · #210 · #212
Original English: #200 · #210 · #212
Paulvitch
English A1
The family name of Alexis Paulvitch, a dishonest and dangerous enemy of Tarzan.
/ˈpɔːlvɪtʃ/
Example: If he had guessed that his guide was Alexis Paulvitch, he would have known that treachery filled the man’s heart.
A1 English: #58 · #62 · #121 · #123 · #132 · #133 · #134 · #137
Original English: #58 · #62 · #121 · #123 · #132 · #133 · #134 · #137
Steamer
English A1
A ship whose engine uses steam to make it move. Such ships changed how people and goods traveled over water.
/ˈstiːmər/
Example: “On that small steamer.
A1 English: #57 · #62 · #63 · #83 · #85 · #88 · #89 · #112
Original English: #57 · #62 · #63 · #83 · #85 · #88 · #89 · #112
Thuran
English A1
A false name used by Nikolas Rokoff. It helps him hide who he really is while carrying out his plans.
/θuːˈrɑːn/
Example: M. Thuran!” she cried.
A1 English: #99
Original English: #99
ached
English A1
Felt a lasting pain. A heart that aches can mean strong sadness.
/eɪkt/
Example: Her mother’s heart ached, as if her first child had been taken from her.
Full note
admirer
English A1
Someone who likes or respects a person very much, sometimes with romantic feelings.
/ədˈmaɪərər/
Example: “Your devoted admirer,” replied the Russian, with a low bow.
Full note
akut
English A1
The name of an ape who becomes Tarzan's friend.
/əˈkuːt/
Example: "I am Akut," the other replied.
Full note
angrily
English A1
In an angry way.
/ˈæŋɡrɪli/
Example: He shook his big head and growled angrily.
Full note
anklets
English A1
Metal rings worn around the ankle, just above the foot.
/ˈæŋklɪts/
Example: He will wear a loin-cloth and copper anklets.
Full note
ape
English A1
An animal like a monkey but without a tail.
/eɪp/
Example: He thought about many old memories. Rokoff had escaped from the French military prison. He had been sent there for life because of the ape-man’s testimony.
Full note
ape
English A1
Large animals like monkeys but with no tails, such as gorillas.
/eɪps/
Example: John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, was once “Tarzan of the Apes.” He sat in silence in the flat of his friend, Lieutenant Paul D’Arnot, in Paris. He looked thoughtfully at the toe of his clean boot.
Full note
apron
English A1
Cloth you wear over the front of your clothes to keep them clean.
/ˈeɪprən/
Example: It was tied to the dirty cord of his apron.
Full note
babyhood
English A1
The time when a person is a baby.
/ˈbeɪbihʊd/
Example: For more than twenty years, from babyhood to manhood, the ape-man had roamed the wild jungle.
Full note
bales
English A1
Large bundles of things tied tightly together, such as hay.
/beɪlz/
Example: High piles of bales, boxes, and barrels cast deep shadows.
Full note
Bara
English A1
The name used for a deer in the Tarzan stories.
/ˈbɑːrə/
Example: Then Bara, the deer, came gently down to drink.
Full note
bared
English A1
Uncovered or showed something. Bared teeth are teeth shown by pulling back the lips.
/bɛrd/
Example: Through his bared fighting fangs came a low, angry growl.
Full note
barmaid
English A1
A woman who serves drinks in a pub or bar.
/ˈbɑːrmeɪd/
Example: She walked quickly to the messy barmaid.
Full note
bearded
English A1
With hair growing on the chin and cheeks.
/ˈbɪrdɪd/
Example: Lady Greystoke turned to look into the leering, bearded face close to hers.
Full note
bloodshot
English A1
With red eyes because small lines of blood are showing more than usual.
/ˈblʌdʃɑːt/
Example: From the jungle behind him, fierce bloodshot eyes stared at him.
Full note
bloomin
English A1
A mild swear word used to make the speaker's words stronger. Here, 'bloomin'' does not mean producing flowers.
/ˈbluːmɪn/
Example: “I might as well have got the whole bloomin’ lot.”
Full note
braided
English A1
Wove several long pieces together. Here he makes a rope from grass.
/ˈbreɪdɪd/
Example: He also braided a long grass rope.
Full note
bravely
English A1
In a brave way, even when something is dangerous or frightening.
/ˈbreɪvli/
Example: Then, as if she had found the place she wanted, she walked bravely into the vile den.
Full note
brightly
English A1
Giving a lot of light.
/ˈbraɪtli/
Example: The loud, brightly coloured birds went silent.
Full note
brittle
English A1
hard but easily broken, cracked, or crumbled
/ˈbrɪtəl/
Example: On the shore, he found a rock formation of brittle, volcanic stone.
Full note
brows
English A1
The eyebrows or the part of the face just above the eyes.
/braʊz/
Example: They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
Full note
brute
English A1
An animal, or a very rough and cruel person.
/bruːt/
Example: A few years earlier, he would have met the rush with brute force.
Full note
captor
English A1
A person who catches someone and keeps them as a prisoner.
/ˈkæptər/
Example: She shrank away from her captor.
Full note
chattered
English A1
Talked quickly, or made many short, quick sounds.
/ˈtʃætərd/
Example: Little monkeys in the treetops chattered and scolded.
Full note
chattering
English A1
Talking quickly or making quick, repeated sounds.
/ˈtʃætərɪŋ/
Example: The little monkeys in the treetops stopped chattering.
Full note
chauffeur
English A1
A person employed to drive someone else's car.
/ʃoʊˈfɜːr/
Example: She called her maid and chauffeur and gave quick orders.
Full note
cheque
English A1
A written paper telling a bank to pay someone money from your account.
/tʃek/
Example: He came to ask for a personal cheque.
Full note
chipped
English A1
To break or cut a small piece off the edge or surface of something.
/tʃɪpt/
Example: With great effort, he chipped off a thin piece.
Full note
circled
English A1
Moved around something in a circle.
/ˈsɜːrkəld/
Example: As the brute circled him, Tarzan turned slowly.
Full note
circling
English A1
Moving around something in a circle.
/ˈsɜːrklɪŋ/
Example: As the threatening bull kept circling in a stiff, jerky way, Tarzan thought of something.
Full note
clapped
English A1
To put a hand suddenly and firmly onto something.
/klæpt/
Example: Then the man clapped a rough hand over her mouth.
Full note
clenched
English A1
Closed the teeth or hands very tightly.
/klɛntʃt/
Example: Then they clenched and beat on the snarling, foam-covered face of his enemy.
Full note
creak
English A1
A long, thin noise made when something moves, such as an old door.
/kriːk/
Example: The small audience of fierce apes heard their king’s neck creak.
Full note
creaking
English A1
Making a long, thin noise under movement or pressure.
/ˈkriːkɪŋ/
Example: Akut remembered the creaking sound he had heard just before Molak’s thick neck snapped.
Full note
crouched
English A1
Bent the knees and moved the body down close to the ground.
/kraʊtʃt/
Example: He crouched quietly in the low branches of a great tree.
Full note
depended
English A1
Was decided or affected by something else. If success depends on something, that thing is needed for success.
/dɪˈpɛndɪd/
Example: It all depended on how much courage the young bull had.
Full note
dripping
English A1
Letting drops of liquid fall from something.
/ˈdrɪpɪŋ/
Example: He would growl loudly and show his dripping fangs.
Full note
eerie
English A1
Strange and a little frightening, often in a quiet way.
/ˈɪri/
Example: He gave the wild, eerie cry of a bull-ape that has made a kill.
Full note
Englishman
English A1
A man from England.
/ˈɪŋɡlɪʃmən/
Example: She knew that the Russian hated the Englishman very much.
Full note
fangs
English A1
Long, sharp teeth that some animals use to bite.
/fæŋz/
Example: Strong fingers held the great fangs away from his own flesh.
Full note
flake
English A1
A small, thin piece that breaks away from a larger surface.
/fleɪk/
Example: Under the wet spot, a small flake of the glassy stone cracked and fell away.
Full note
frantic
English A1
So worried or excited that you cannot stay calm.
/ˈfræntɪk/
Example: Her eyes were dry, but she looked almost frantic.
Full note
Frenchman
English A1
A man from France.
/ˈfrɛntʃmən/
Example: The Frenchman took the telegram and read:
Full note
funnel
English A1
The tall chimney on a steamship. Smoke from the engine comes out through it.
/ˈfʌnl/
Example: The black smoke from her funnel did not worry Tarzan.
Full note
glared
English A1
Looked angrily at someone, or shone very brightly.
/ɡlɛrd/
Example: They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
Full note
glassy
English A1
Smooth and shiny like glass, made of glass, or looking dull and without focus when used about eyes.
/ˈɡlæsi/
Example: Under the wet spot, a small flake of the glassy stone cracked and fell away.
Full note
goda
English A1
Part of 'Ka-goda?', a word in the story's ape language asking an opponent to give up or ask for mercy.
/ˈɡoʊdə/
Example: "Ka-Goda?" Tarzan whispered to the ape beneath him.
Full note
graceful
English A1
Moving in a smooth, beautiful way, or having a beautiful shape.
/ˈɡreɪsfəl/
Example: Behind the graceful deer came another animal.
Full note
Greystoke
English A1
A title used by the Clayton family. Tarzan's father is Lord Greystoke, and Tarzan later has the right to this title.
/ˈɡreɪstoʊk/
Example: John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, was once “Tarzan of the Apes.” He sat in silence in the flat of his friend, Lieutenant Paul D’Arnot, in Paris.
Full note
grinning
English A1
Smiling widely, showing the teeth.
/ˈɡrɪnɪŋ/
Example: He looked down with a grinning face.
Full note
growl
English A1
To make a low, angry sound, like a dog.
/ɡraʊl/
Example: Through his bared fighting fangs came a low, angry growl.
Full note
growled
English A1
To make a low, angry sound.
/ɡraʊld/
Example: He shook his big head and growled angrily.
Full note
growling
English A1
Making low, angry sounds, like a dog.
/ˈɡraʊlɪŋ/
Example: The great lion paced below, growling, back and forth.
Full note
hardwood
English A1
Strong, hard wood used for making things.
/ˈhɑːrdwʊd/
Example: He searched until he found a fallen tree of a hardwood he knew well.
Full note
helplessly
English A1
Without being able to stop what is happening or do anything useful.
/ˈhɛlpləsli/
Example: He struggled helplessly on the thick jungle grass.
Full note
hesitated
English A1
Waited before doing something because of doubt or fear.
/ˈhɛzɪteɪtɪd/
Example: Tarzan deliberately hesitated and argued about the amount.
Full note
howl
English A1
A long, loud cry, like the sound of a wolf or dog.
/haʊl/
Example: With a howl of rage and pain, the great ape bent double and fell to the ground.
Full note
hurried
English A1
To move or go quickly.
/ˈhɜːrid/
Example: He hurried to Dover.
Full note
jerky
English A1
Moving with sudden, short stops and starts.
/ˈdʒɜːrki/
Example: As the threatening bull kept circling in a stiff, jerky way, Tarzan thought of something.
Full note
Kala
English A1
A female ape who cared for Tarzan as his mother.
/ˈkɑːlə/
Example: Once again he was Tarzan, son of Kala the she-ape.
Full note
Kincaid
English A1
The name of a ship in the story.
/kɪnˈkeɪd/
Example: When we meet again on the deck of the Kincaid, let us hope we have two honoured guests with us.
Full note
latch
English A1
A small bar that keeps a door or gate closed.
/lætʃ/
Example: She stopped at each door to listen and quietly tried each latch.
Full note
leaped
English A1
Jumped high or a long way.
/liːpt/
Example: Then he leaped away fast, straight toward the river and Tarzan.
Full note
leering
English A1
Looking at someone in an unpleasant way that may suggest unwanted sexual interest.
/ˈlɪrɪŋ/
Example: Lady Greystoke turned to look into the leering, bearded face close to hers.
Full note
limp
English A1
Loose and without strength or firmness.
/lɪmp/
Example: The big head fell forward on its limp neck.
Full note
loin
English A1
The part of the body between the lower back and hips. A loin-cloth is a piece of cloth worn around the hips to cover the private parts.
/lɔɪn/
Example: He will wear a loin-cloth and copper anklets.
Full note
loosened
English A1
Made something less firmly held. Here the sudden movement made the baby lose its hold.
/ˈluːsənd/
Example: The man loosened his fingers on her lips.
Full note
mane
English A1
The long hair around a lion's neck or along a horse's neck.
/meɪn/
Example: He did this as if to throw back a heavy mane of hair that had fallen over his face.
Full note
manhood
English A1
The time or state of being an adult man.
/ˈmænhʊd/
Example: For more than twenty years, from babyhood to manhood, the ape-man had roamed the wild jungle.
Full note
moan
English A1
A long, low sound made because of pain, fear or unhappiness.
/moʊn/
Example: She recognized him with a small moan of terror.
Full note
mocked
English A1
Made fun of someone in an unkind way.
/mɑːkt/
Example: Tarzan mocked him with insults.
Full note
Molak
English A1
The name of an ape who was king before Akut in the story.
/ˈmoʊlæk/
Example: "Molak is dead.
Full note
moustache
English A1
Hair growing above a man's upper lip.
/ˈmʌstæʃ/
Example: The man was tall and thin, with a long yellow moustache.
Full note
muffled
English A1
With the sound covered and unclear. In 'muffled up', a person is wrapped in warm clothes.
/ˈmʌfəld/
Example: As he walked into the bad-smelling room, a muffled figure hurried past him toward the street.
Full note
necked
English A1
With a certain kind of neck. 'Long-necked' means having a long neck.
/nekt/
Example: He had to fight the shaggy, thick-necked beast in front of him.
Full note
newcomer
English A1
A person who has just arrived in a place or joined a group.
/ˈnuːkʌmər/
Example: They saw the newcomer place his foot on the neck of the still figure.
Full note
Nikolas
English A1
The first name of Nikolas Rokoff, Tarzan's enemy.
/ˈnɪkəlɑːs/
Example: All anyone knows is that Nikolas Rokoff has escaped.”
Full note
nodded
English A1
Moved the head up and down to say yes or hello.
/ˈnɑːdɪd/
Example: Tarzan nodded.
Full note
numa
English A1
The name for a male lion in the language used by the apes in the Tarzan stories.
/ˈnuːmə/
Example: The distant roars of Numa the lion and the cries of Sheeta the panther warned him.
Full note
overhanging
English A1
Sticking out above something. Here, thick eyebrows project above the eyes.
/ˌɑʊvərhæŋɪŋ/
Example: They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
Full note
parted
English A1
Left each other and went different ways.
/ˈpɑːrtɪd/
Example: So they parted.
Full note
patiently
English A1
Calmly, without becoming angry while you wait.
/ˈpeɪʃəntli/
Example: He waited patiently to see what would happen next.
Full note
perch
English A1
A raised place, such as a bar or branch, where a bird sits.
/pɜːrtʃ/
Example: Before he could answer his own question, the hungry man jumped from his perch.
Full note
planks
English A1
Long, flat pieces of wood used in floors, walls and other structures.
/plæŋks/
Example: He tested the heavy planks that made its walls.
Full note
propeller
English A1
A set of blades that turns to push a ship through water or an aircraft through air.
/prəˈpelər/
Example: He heard the propeller turning.
Full note
propellers
English A1
Sets of turning blades that push a ship through water.
/prəˈpelərz/
Example: A moment later the waiter heard the propellers turning.
Full note
pulsing
English A1
Beating or moving with a regular rhythm, like a heart.
/ˈpʊlsɪŋ/
Example: He was searching for the pulsing vein.
Full note
purty
English A1
More beautiful or nicer to look at.
/ˈpɜːr.ti/
Example: "Ay tank it blow purty soon purty hard." After several tries, Tarzan stopped asking.
Full note
quiver
English A1
A case used to carry arrows.
/ˈkwɪvər/
Example: He also made a quiver for arrows.
Full note
revolvers
English A1
Small guns held in one hand, with a turning part that holds several bullets.
/rɪˈvɑːlvərz/
Example: They had rifles and revolvers.
Full note
richly
English A1
With a lot of something, or giving a lot.
/ˈrɪtʃli/
Example: They were not used to seeing a richly dressed woman there.
Full note
roamed
English A1
Moved around a wide area without staying in one place.
/roʊmd/
Example: For more than twenty years, from babyhood to manhood, the ape-man had roamed the wild jungle.
Full note
roars
English A1
Loud, deep cries, like those made by a lion.
/rɔːrz/
Example: It mixed with his painful shrieks and terrible roars.
Full note
Rokoff
English A1
The family name of Nikolas Rokoff, a dangerous enemy of Tarzan.
/roʊˈkɒf/
Example: All anyone knows is that Nikolas Rokoff has escaped.”
Full note
rowed
English A1
Moved a boat with long wooden poles with wide ends. You pull them through the water.
/roʊd/
Example: Paulvitch rowed fast toward the steamer.
Full note
rugs
English A1
Thick pieces of cloth for a floor or to cover yourself and keep warm.
/rʌɡz/
Example: For ten minutes after the ape-man left, Jane Clayton walked back and forth across the silk rugs of the library.
Full note
scolded
English A1
To speak angrily to someone because you think they did something wrong.
/ˈskoʊldɪd/
Example: Little monkeys in the treetops chattered and scolded.
Full note
shaggy
English A1
With long, thick hair that is not neat.
/ˈʃæɡi/
Example: They glared from under shaggy, overhanging brows.
Full note
sharpened
English A1
Made the edge of a tool cut better.
/ˈʃɑːrpənd/
Example: He sharpened one end to a point.
Full note
sheath
English A1
A cover that holds the sharp blade of a knife or sword.
/ʃiːθ/
Example: He made a sheath and handle for his hunting knife.
Full note
Sheeta
English A1
A name used for a leopard or panther in the story's ape language.
/ˈʃiːtə/
Example: The distant roars of Numa the lion and the cries of Sheeta the panther warned him.
Full note
shivered
English A1
Shook a little because of cold, fear or a bad feeling.
/ˈʃɪvərd/
Example: He shivered.
Full note
shone
English A1
Gave out or reflected light.
/ʃoʊn/
Example: She wanted to tell him not to turn the carriage so the sun shone in the baby’s eyes.
Full note
shrank
English A1
Moved back because of fear or discomfort.
/ʃræŋk/
Example: She shrank away from her captor.
Full note
shredded
English A1
Torn or cut into very small, thin pieces.
/ˈʃredɪd/
Example: He had shredded the bark very finely.
Full note
shriek
English A1
A loud, high cry or scream, or to make such a cry.
/ʃriːk/
Example: The king ape could only shriek in pain.
Full note
shrieking
English A1
Making loud, high cries.
ʃrikɪŋ
Example: The roaring and shrieking stopped.
Full note
shrieks
English A1
Loud, high cries or screams.
/ʃriːks/
Example: It mixed with his painful shrieks and terrible roars.
Full note
shrill
English A1
Very high and sharp in sound.
/ʃrɪl/
Example: Clear and shrill from the deck above him came the scream of a frightened woman.
Full note
skimming
English A1
To move quickly and lightly over a surface.
/ˈskɪmɪŋ/
Example: The two were soon skimming over the water.
Full note
snarl
English A1
A low, angry sound made while showing the teeth.
/snɑːrl/
Example: "You will give me the cheque I ask," he said with an angry snarl.
Full note
snarling
English A1
Making a low, angry sound and showing the teeth.
/ˈsnɑːrlɪŋ/
Example: Then they clenched and beat on the snarling, foam-covered face of his enemy.
Full note
sorrows
English A1
Deep feelings of sadness, or the things that make you sad.
/ˈsɑːroʊz/
Example: In the most important years of his life, he had learned to take his pleasures and sorrows as the beasts do.
Full note
spelt
English A1
To write or say the letters of a word in the correct order. 'Spelt' is a past form of 'spell'.
/spelt/
Example: His last name was spelt with a double “s.”
Full note
stalk
English A1
To follow someone or something quietly and carefully before attacking or catching them.
/stɔːk/
Example: Fierce beasts would stalk him, as they had in the past.
Full note
startled
English A1
Suddenly surprised or afraid.
/ˈstɑːrtəld/
Example: He landed right on the back of the startled deer.
Full note
stew
English A1
Meat or vegetables cooked slowly together in liquid.
/stuː/
Example: When he put one dirty thumb deep into the warm stew, the girl lost her appetite.
Full note
strung
English A1
Fitted a strong cord onto a bow so it could be used to shoot arrows.
/strʌŋ/
Example: He strung his bow with tendons from the deer he had eaten on his first evening on the new shore.
Full note
stubbornness
English A1
Refusing to change your mind or do what someone wants.
/ˈstʌbərnnəs/
Example: Your stubbornness makes the baby suffer.
Full note
stuffy
English A1
Without enough fresh air, and unpleasantly warm.
/ˈstʌfi/
Example: He pulled her into the stuffy, bad-smelling room.
Full note
Suez
English A1
In 'Suez Canal', a long waterway in Egypt that joins the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea. Ships travel through it.
/suːˈɛz/
Example: The Kincaid could not have passed through the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal, and the Red Sea.
Full note
superhuman
English A1
Greater than the strength or ability of an ordinary human.
/ˌsuːpərˈhjuːmən/
Example: There he used his almost superhuman powers.
Full note
Sven
English A1
A Scandinavian man's first name. Here, Sven Anderssen is the ship's cook.
/svɛn/
Example: His name was Sven Anderssen.
Full note
swede
English A1
A person from Sweden.
/swiːd/
Example: During this time, her only visitor was a rude Swede.
Full note
swung
English A1
Moved smoothly back and forth or from side to side.
/swʌŋ/
Example: The ape-man swung down into the darkness below.
Full note
Tarzan
English A1
The hero of Edgar Rice Burroughs's stories. Apes raise him in the jungle. His human name is John Clayton, Lord Greystoke.
/ˈtɑːrzæn/
Example: John Clayton, Lord Greystoke, was once “Tarzan of the Apes.” He sat in silence in the flat of his friend, Lieutenant Paul D’Arnot, in Paris.
Full note
taxicab
English A1
a car that carries passengers for payment
/ˈtæksiˌkæb/
Example: A closed taxicab stopped at the corner of the street.
Full note
tendons
English A1
Strong bands inside the body that join muscles to bones.
/ˈtɛndənz/
Example: He strung his bow with tendons from the deer he had eaten on his first evening on the new shore.
Full note
Terkoz
English A1
An ape in Tarzan's group. He is Tublat's son and tries to take Tarzan's place as leader.
/ˈtɜːrkɒz/
Example: Years before, Tarzan had overcome the huge Terkoz with this same wrestling hold.
Full note
thoughtfully
English A1
In a quiet way, while thinking carefully.
/ˈθɔːtfəli/
Example: He looked thoughtfully at the toe of his clean boot.
Full note
thud
English A1
A low sound made when something heavy hits a surface.
/θʌd/
Example: The lion fell back to the ground with a thud.
Full note
ticking
English A1
Making regular small sounds like a clock as time passes.
/ˈtɪkɪŋ/
Example: She looked at the big clock ticking in the corner of the library.
Full note
trampled
English A1
Crushed or marked by many feet walking on it.
/ˈtræmpəld/
Example: The mud on both banks was trampled.
Full note
treachery
English A1
Secretly breaking someone's trust, often to hurt or trick them.
/ˈtrɛtʃəri/
Example: If he had guessed that his guide was Alexis Paulvitch, he would have known that treachery filled the man’s heart.
Full note
treetops
English A1
The highest part of a tree, with its top branches.
/ˈtriːtɑːps/
Example: Little monkeys in the treetops chattered and scolded.
Full note
trembled
English A1
Shook because of fear, cold or another strong feeling.
/ˈtrɛmbəld/
Example: He stopped suddenly and trembled.
Full note
tricked
English A1
Made someone believe something that was not true.
/trɪkt/
Example: At once he knew he had been tricked.
Full note
Tublat
English A1
A male ape in the story. Kala is one of his mates. His name means 'broken nose'.
/ˈtʌblæt/
Example: He had used a rope like this many years before, to tease the bad-tempered Tublat.
Full note
twigs
English A1
Small, thin branches of a tree or bush.
/twɪɡz/
Example: Tarzan added larger twigs and sticks to the tiny fire.
Full note
unchanging
English A1
Always staying the same.
/ʌnˈtʃeɪndʒɪŋ/
Example: This is the unchanging law of evolution.
Full note
unfolded
English A1
Opened something that had been folded.
/ʌnˈfoʊldɪd/
Example: Slowly, Tarzan unfolded the note the sailor had pushed into his hand.
Full note
unguarded
English A1
With no one watching or protecting someone or something.
/ʌnˈɡɑːrdɪd/
Example: “He is unguarded now,” the Russian went on.
Full note
Uziri
English A1
The name of the land where Tarzan and the Waziri people live.
/uːˈziːri/
Example: They wanted to escape the rain and danger of the rainy season on their large estate in Uziri.
Full note
veiled
English A1
With the face or head hidden behind a thin cloth.
/veɪld/
Example: As Tarzan and his guide disappeared into the shadows on the dark wharf, a heavily veiled woman hurried down the narrow alley.
Full note
Waziri
English A1
The name of a chief and his people in the Tarzan stories. Their fighters become Tarzan's friends and followers.
/wɑːˈzɪri/
Example: Uziri is the land of the fierce Waziri warriors.
Full note
wharf
English A1
A flat place beside the water where ships stop to load or unload people and goods.
/wɔːrf/
Example: Outside, the man led the way into the dark, near a wharf.
Full note
whispered
English A1
To speak very quietly so that other people cannot easily hear.
/ˈwɪspərd/
Example: “Come, my lord!” whispered the stranger.
Full note
wriggled
English A1
To move by twisting your body from side to side.
/ˈrɪɡəld/
Example: Then the mighty white ape wriggled onto the back of their king.
Full note
Anderssen
English A1
The family name of Sven Anderssen, the cook on the Kincaid.
/ˈændərsən/
Example: His name was Sven Anderssen.
Full note
D'Arnot
English A1
The family name of Paul D'Arnot, a French navy officer and Tarzan's friend.
/dɑːrˈnoʊ/
Example: “The whole affair is a mystery,” said D’Arnot.
Full note
Houseman
English A1
A man employed to work in a private house. Here it means a servant.
/ˈhaʊsmən/
Example: Soon the new houseman, Carl, came running from the Greystoke house.
Full note
Kerchak
English A1
The name of the powerful leader of Tarzan's ape group. He first sees the human child as an enemy.
/ˈkɜːrtʃæk/
Example: So Tarzan spoke to the brute in the language of the tribe of Kerchak.
Full note
Paulvitch
English A1
The family name of Alexis Paulvitch, a dishonest and dangerous enemy of Tarzan.
/ˈpɔːlvɪtʃ/
Example: If he had guessed that his guide was Alexis Paulvitch, he would have known that treachery filled the man’s heart.
Full note
Steamer
English A1
A ship whose engine uses steam to make it move. Such ships changed how people and goods traveled over water.
/ˈstiːmər/
Example: “On that small steamer.
Full note
Thuran
English A1
A false name used by Nikolas Rokoff. It helps him hide who he really is while carrying out his plans.
/θuːˈrɑːn/
Example: M. Thuran!” she cried.
Full note
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